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Abstract 
The urbanization processes and the accelerated growth in the Arab countries, during the last five decades, have 
resulted in negative social impact represented in the high rates of unemployment and poverty. This was 
accompanied with problems related to the provision of infrastructure and social facilities, inadequate housing for 
low-income persons and other environmental problems. Therefore, there is a need to apply and activate the role 
of decentralization processes to manage the cities under emerging modern urban services and activities, in order 
to identify policies and cope with innovative plans that suit for sustainable urban development. Incorporations of 
local people and decision makers in improving social, economic and environmental conditions, and participation 
of local people in decision making can lead to find the appropriate solution that can promote sustainable urban 
processes, and facilities the implementation of the local communities’ activities. Consequently, this will lead to 
improve the urban services in appropriate quality and economic visibility and sustain social consistency and 
environmental resources in the cities. In order to achieve a sustainable development practices in the 
municipalities, it is recommended to focus on local community resources, increase financial income, develop 
local human resources proficiency, and finally empower the local people authority and decision –making process, 
which can be achieved by the application of decentralization governance system. 
Keywords: urban management, sustainable development, salt municipality, Jordan 
1. Introduction 
Since the twentieth century, the world has been influenced by accelerated changes in the political, economic and 
administrative conditions. It witnessed the emergence of new intractable problems, especially in the third world 
countries, at the national level in the economic, social and environmental sectors, this was accompanied with 
increasing population growth, uncontrolled spreading of urban settlement and the widespread poverty and 
unemployment (KAAU, 2006). Nowadays, Jordan facing a shift towards respecting the characteristics of 
communities, as a result of consequences of both globalization and modernization. However, the centralization 
system is no longer successful in taking the role of local state that was applied since the 1960s, following the 
failure of many national plans and programs that adopted this approach (Atiqa, 2011). Therefore, appropriate 
solutions are need to be created to solve those issues which can be achieved by introduction of the 
decentralization governance system in the country. 
In this regard, achieving public participation through decentralized management is considered as an important 
factor for activation of public participation in achieving sustainable urban development. Taking into 
consideration, the weak role of current central government and the municipalities, in meeting the needs of 
community.  For these reasons, many countries have moved towards implementing the decentralization system, 
in order to empower the local communities and achieving balance between the dimensions of sustainable 
development and urban physical development (Toukhi, 2006). In Jordan, the committees of decentralized 
management in the governorate are formed through the direct election by community’s members, and the head of 
decentralization is chosen by the election among the member themselves. In this context, application of 
decentralization in Jordan starts in 2015 aims to apply bottom-up community-based principal decision, in order 
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to meet the needs of local communities by activating the public participation in addressing the basic needs of 
population (MOPD, 2017). 
There are recognized failure of the local municipalities in providing the basic services in a quality suiting the 
modern life pattern and keeping the sustainable urban development. Therefore, the objective of this study is to 
assess the current services and examine the potential role of municipalities in decentralization process in Salt city 
in the context of sustainable urban development. Its importance is generated by the increasing attention of 
researchers and decision- makers in the decentralized management, in light of the phenomenon of globalization, 
and the shifting of world countries towards applying the decentralized management.  
2. Progress achieved in Salt Municipalities 
The study followed the analytical descriptive approach and a field survey that carried out in 2017 in order to 
identify the role of decentralization process regarding the sustainable urban development and the physical 
development, beside that a detailed survey on a related previous studies has been collected and analyzed. Below 
is a brief description of the role of greater Salt municipality and the main projects and activities that was 
implemented in the city. 
2.1 The Role of the Greater Salt Municipality  
The municipality of Greater Salt plays an important role in the development and provision of services to local 
citizens. Local councils represent a form of administrative decentralization that are characterized by financial 
and administrative independence and have legal legitimacy, and are inherited from the local community. The 
local bodies are of vital importance directly in their relationship with the local citizens because they are found to 
serve them and satisfy their various desires in order to achieve a comfortable life quality, and happiness for the 
local citizens. Therefore, the role of the municipality is to achieve the two main objectives: Translate the 
community from a consumer service stage to a production state and to provide basic services for the citizens in 
their local community in cooperation with representatives of the central authority. The process of local 
administration is to organize the efforts of the community and develop its capabilities in management and 
maximizing its achievements for integrated sustainable urban development (GSM, 2016). 
The Salt municipality works to provide services, and organize the different uses of land organization, planning 
and construction of various infrastructure through its specialized institutions at the local level. The importance of 
municipality's as a regional organization with its jurisdiction is one of the most important factors in achieving 
sustainable urban development, through optimization of the land tenure type assignment according to the law of 
land organization. Also, it is responsible for the development and decisions making through the municipality 
court, improving the economic and social systems which is the main components of sustainable urban 
development. It is worth to mention that, the local development process in Jordan is linked with the urban and 
rural geographical units aiming to identify the needs and problems of the local infrastructure services. The role 
of the municipality in the local development is through providing basic services, and creating different projects 
in the fields of tourism, agriculture, industry to bringing the gab in the social and economic status between the 
populations.  
2.2 Projects Established in Salt City 
The Municipality has endeavored to emphasize the importance of public participation of individuals and 
institutions in the sustainable urban development through the investing and adoption of a number of projects. 
Here a list of the most important of them: 
1. Heritage Award Project 
This project involves improvement of the urban environment of the historic downtown area and the preservation 
of heritage buildings. It includes the city center and emphasis on the concept of cooperation and participation 
between the municipality and the members of the community by supporting the individual and collective efforts 
of citizens in the process of restoration of buildings. This project has helped to create and bring about the 
sustainable urban and economic development of the city by encouraging citizens to participate in the 
preservation of the city's heritage by implementations this project, positive results have been achieved which 
help to reach the concept of sustainable development and the main results are highlighted below. This project 
improves the urban environment and development of the city, restoration of old buildings that have been 
neglected over time, rehabilitations of some heritage symbols that constitute the core of city's history that have 
used for various purposes such as commercial and social functions (GSM, 2014). 
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2. Rehabilitation of the Old Landfill 
This project was established in cooperation between the National Women's Committees and the Greater Salt 
Municipality with support and funding obtained from the United State Agency for International Development. 
The purpose of this project is focused on conservation of the environment through the exploitation of the landfill 
site that have an overlooking sight on the Jordan Valley. It involves rehabilitation of the site to a public park 
serving the local communities, and activates the participation of citizens in the local and public activities in the 
city, encourage the investments in local tourism pattern in the region, and preserving the surrounding 
environment. As this project has contributed to the process of attracting investments to the city and attracting 
hikers and queues (ESF, 2015). 
3. Development of the Downtown Center 
The Salt city center suffers from many problems related to mismanagement and neglecting of the urban center 
where heritage buildings face the risk of extinction as a result of exposure to climatic and natural factors, beside 
that the failure to perform the necessary maintenance in addition to abandonment and non-exploitation in various 
functions and activities. Hence the importance of a project is to develop and promote the economic and social 
aspects in the city center. The project was funded and supported by JICA and in collaboration with the Greater 
Salt Municipality and the Eamar Salt Foundation. Project achievements are improve the access to the social and 
economic development of the city through activating the local and international tourism. Preserve the urban 
heritage of the city and highlight the architectural elements of the existing city's heritage. Expanding the 
participation of the local community in the tourism and commercial activities, which generate a financial and 
social return to the local community (ESF, 2015). 
4. Establishing an Urban Information System 
Knowledge requires gathering data and generating information in order to be ready and accessible for planners 
whenever they need. Local municipalities must provide an accurate information, which require creating local 
information bodies that have the responsibilities of gathering, analyzing and monitoring the economic, social and 
environmental indicators. The existence of such data set would increase the efficiency of solving the problems 
from the perspective of knowledge. Therefore, the municipality has sought to create this system through 
partnership and cooperation between the municipality and Balqa Applied University by studying the urban, 
economic and social characteristics of the population in the salt city. The main outcomes of this project are 
creating a database to study economic and social features of population according to their spatial distribution. 
Investigate the needs and desires of the population in terms of services and development aspects, where the 
projects adopted by municipality are generated as a result of a realistic and actual study. Also, study the spatial 
dimension of environmental problems confronting the city population, and come up with appropriate solutions 
(GSM, 2014). 
3. Previous Studies 
Mahran, (2001) studied the factors affecting the continuity of the urban development process in Cairo, it aiming 
for identifying the factors influencing the physical development, and the applicability of Geographic Information 
System (GIS) for achieving a balanced in physical and urban development. The study concluded that achieving 
physical development requires the using of modern techniques and programs such as GIS. 
Goodwen, (2003) illustrated the concept of sustainable cities, the study divides the sustainable development 
process into five types and considered the financial availability as the basic pillar requires for sustainable urban 
development. Also, it demonstrates the importance of good management practices and their role in development 
process. As this study used the theoretical approach to understand and evaluate the urban growth, it focused on 
the urban expansion as one form of suburbs cities. The results clarified that urban areas and its expansion in the 
present time is a major challenge to decision makers. The complexity of the urban processes requires using new 
methodological approaches such as the descriptive approach integrated with the remote sensing techniques. 
Esters, (2008), addressed the growing role of urban sprawl as a positive process in development of local 
communities. This poses one of the main challenges in the twenty first century, where city’s population comprise 
over half world’s population. This can be indicating negative aspects represented by the changes in population 
characteristics, biodiversity and restrictions of agricultural lands. The study emphasizing the importance of 
having harmonious cities that offers a decent life for populations and able to face challenges imposed by the 
accelerated urban expansion. The main recommendation is the development of knowledge and technology 
associated with the urban management of environmental sustainability basis. 
Suribabu and Bhashkar, (2014) studied the Urban Sprawl and the land uses types which play a vital role in 
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optimization of the urban management. It relies on the analytical descriptive approach in the analysis and 
clarified the role of technological space data, especially remote sensing data and GIS that become increasingly 
used in the urban studies. The factors affecting the urban expansion processes, are changes in the type of land 
use and organization, population density and urban expansion.  
Abu Hilu, (2014) has review the important requirements that lead to the success of sustainable urban 
development in the absence of spatial planning policies, regional and national levels in the Palestinian territories. 
This study focusing on accommodation of future urbanization processes in the framework of the current 
development rate, and to the proposals and recommendations of the steps required to reach the integration 
between the desired plans and levels of development. It considered the most important basic ingredients that 
affect the reality and future of sustainable development in the Palestinian territories. The methodology of the 
work is based on application of geographical information systems, and the descriptive approach that used in the 
monitoring of the land evolution use. 
Al-Janabi, (2014) discussed the ideas of sustainability and seek to restore the balance, and continuity of life on 
earth in the present, while preserving the right of future generations to meet their needs in the future. The 
methodology is based on the field study to determine the possibility of achieving a sustainable approach for 
green cities, this include the scientific analytical approach, filed survey and theoretical studies. The study 
clarifies the concept of sustainability, as it is not confined to the construction of the environment in the modern 
cities. However, it concentrates on the growing interest in the issues of planning, urban management, under the 
protection of the environment and reduce the use of energy. This based on use of renewable sources, and the 
optimal exploitation of natural resources and strengthen the economic, social and cultural rights. The study 
concluded that green architecture reflects the new ways and methods in interaction with the urban area. 
4. Sustainable Development Process and Decision Making 
Decentralization has been defined as a process in which power is transferred from central to local authority 
members that elected by the citizens. It involves distribution of administrative function between the central 
authority and elected local bodies that truly represents the local populations. Its own the authority to decide and 
act upon different issues related to the interests of these local populations, under the supervision of the central 
authority (Toukan, 2001).  
Various definitions have addressed decentralization concept that reflects the differences in opinions of 
researchers and intellectuals, from the local authority’ perspective, and differences in points of view. However, 
the ultimate goal is to achieve sustainable management in all aspects of economic, political, social and 
environmental developments.  
Al-Zoubi (1986) defined decentralization as sharing administrative functions between the central government, 
and the local elected bodies and councils that perform their functions under the supervision of the government. 
Rabab’a (1995) considered decentralization as new governance method of the country’s administrative 
regulation, based on sharing activities and duties between the central authorities and the elected local authorities. 
It gives an opportunity to draw public policies, and works efficiently on following-up and running local services 
and achieving the local communities’ goals. 
4.1 Sustainable Urban Development 
Despite the differences in defining the sustainable development, it rationalizes the recruitment of renewable 
resources in a way that protect it from fading, deterioration or diminishing rights for future generation. It also 
contains the prudence in the utilization non-renewable resources, allowing future generation utilizes it. 
Sustainable development requires also the consumption of non-renewable resources at a slow rate in order to 
ensure gradual transition to renewable energy resources (AHDR, 2003). 
Urban sustainable development is defined as providing the present needs without jeopardizing rights of future 
generation. It involves meeting their needs aside to improving the people’s life quality, health and economic 
conditions without depletion of resources according to Agenda 21. In this regards sustainable development seeks 
to achieve a number of objectives (Idreekh, 2005). These are improving and developing the natural environment, 
beside activation of the public participation, formulation and review of policies and decision making related to 
social justice. 
It highlights on finding a balance among a number of objectives at various levels. Social justice could be affected 
along with the development of the economic system in some areas where economy savings are available, to the 
detriment of other poor resource regions (Swailem, 2008). Satisfying individual’s needs can affect the local 
requirements that negatively affect basic resources. Achieving this balance needs the provision of integrated 
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management and restructuring of administrative system in order to achieve goals and priorities of the sustainable 
urban development (Ravetz, 1999) 
The process of sustainable urban development can have conceived according to the universally agreed concept, it 
characterized by partnership in the scarce natural resources, between successive generations, including all types 
of natural resources and the surroundings environments (Alribdawi, 2010). The current generations are seeking 
to make the most of all natural resources, whether available or under exploration, they keep in mind providing 
guarantees for a fair distribution of these recourses through successive generations. The method of sustainable 
development includes doing an organized economic development to achieve a maximum limit of social and 
economic gains in the present, without depriving future generations of similar opportunities in the future. The 
primary objective of adopting optimal ways of sustainable urban development is the ability to reach an even and 
rational distribution of a level of economic welfare that can continue without shortage or prejudice to successive 
generations (Deeb, 2009).    
Through introducing measurable indicators for socio-economic and environmental parameters, sustainable urban 
development state can be achieved, reach directions and solve problems, where it can also be considered as an 
assessment tool for sustainable urban development gains within community. It can also be adapted to follow- up 
conditions of development and the possibility of progress, revise impacts of development policies and stimulate 
participation regarding sustainable issues. Development indicators can also help in reaching basic needs to face 
problems, and discovering the weaknesses resulting from socio-economic and environmental relations 
(Al-Daghestani, 2009). 
4.2 Decentralization Process  
Atiqa, (2011) referred to the role of decentralization in achieving sustainable urban development through 
convergence and integration with the central system, and finding essential changes at the economic, political, 
social and environmental levels within local community, which in turn leads to achieve economic welfare for 
communities. This is accompanied with expanding and stimulating public participation in managing their 
requirements, developing, and decision-making process for achieving sustainable urban development.  
Decentralization is characterized in the right of participation taking administrative decision, without diminishing 
the role of central authority in decision-making. It is based on tasks distribution and decision making between 
government authorities and elected bodies which represents local community. Decentralization represented in 
activating the role of local and regional authorities, through distributing administrative and developmental tasks. 
It highlights its role in taking responsibility in a way that incorporates public participation in processes of local 
development (Alfra, 2010). 
The administrative side represented in the process of preparing, implementing and following-up local 
development plans needs to be addressed with professionalism, in order to ensure the success of these plans in 
achieving their objectives. The failure of many development plans, especially the rural one, in many countries of 
the third world is basically resulting from the administrative methods followed in the management of 
development plans during their implementation, and not because of the shortage in the natural resources 
themselves. 
On the other hand, decentralization is the only way through which local goals are transformed into a general 
framework that can be used as a local development strategy, allowing public participation, and guaranteeing 
coherence, harmony and integration between bodies and institutions concerned in preparing and implementing 
local development plans (Al-Taher, 2011). 
Planning process under decentralization must concentrate and care about activating public participation in 
preparing and implementing local development plans, in the so-called, from bottom planning method. Planning 
and building from bottom serves in achieving one basic principle of successful development according to 
(Alshaikhli, 2002). 
Effective implementing of decentralization, in the sustainable urban development, works on creating 
development programs, in order to meet the needs and requirements of population. It allows public participation 
in preparing and implementing of development plans for their areas, which in turn provides national and local 
development plans the chances of success in achieving their goals in a balanced way that guarantees providing a 
decent life for all population in all areas within the county. It also contributes to achieving regional balance, and 
reducing economic, regional and social disparities, which based basically on distributing decision-making 
authority between the different authority’s bodies.  
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4.3 State of Urban Development in Salt City  
Urban physical development is concerning with the civilized appearance, and reflect the real image of the 
economic, political, social and regulatory conditions in the community’s. The idea of urban physical 
development appeared in several international and global conferences where definitions of sustainable physical 
development were introduced. Its content was to improve quality of life within the framework of resources and 
energy management without posing challenges for future generations, and without depleting these resources. 
Therefore, it is important to achieve the balancing between resources use and management, in addition to the 
financial resources which constitute a prominent role in all current and future decisions regarding physical 
development principles (Deeb, 2009). 
State of the urban development in the third world countries including Jordan has been affected by increasing the 
pressure on the available services, scarcity of available resources and accelerated population growth. The 
deteriorations of urban services, fast spreading of sprawl and urban slums accompanied with failure of transport 
system. Beside the administrative and financial problems that facing the central administrative system that 
focuses on capital city, through provide services and maintenance, collect taxes and marginalize other areas. This 
lead to emergence of unsustainable urban environments, and therefore, implementing and improving strategic 
plans concerning physical development are necessities in order to improve the quality of services and life in the 
local communities. From the perspectives of sustainable development, an affordable effort should be done for 
achieving sustainability in the development process, by paying attention to the management and natural 
resources and developing human resources for urban areas. (Hildebrand, 1999). 
The indicators of urban development of the salt city that discussed in this section were population growth, 
expansion of the houses number in the urban part, and presence of educational institutions. Salt city is one of the 
Jordanian cities of the region and its proximity to the capital Amman. It is the main center of Balqa Governorate, 
which contributed to highlighting its historical role. The percentage of the population growth of the city of Salt 
was increased between 1979 and 2015 by 23%. This influence the various aspects of economic, commercial, 
service and commercial activities as well as realization of urban city plan. It is worth to mention that the city 
combines the originality and the modernity of housing structure, where there are archaeological and historical 
monuments and ancient Islamic landmarks. Existence of the modern urban plans and through the services and 
roads and paved streets and spacious buildings and buildings, which has become an attractive factor for housing, 
especially in addition to the existence of many companies and financial institutions and banks. The expansion in 
the number of houses in the city and surrounding the city of Salt, which is part of the overall development 
witnessed in the city where the total residential units in the city of Salt in 2015 is distributed throughout the city 
center. The existence of educational institutions in the city, it includes the oldest educational schools in the 
country, as well as the University of Applied Balqa and the College of Salt. 
4.4 Decentralization Role in Sustainable Development in Al-Salt City 
Nowadays, many world countries including Jordan are seeking to implement decentralization process in their 
administrative system, especially, with the pressure they face from the international organizations, which 
imposes having a highly skilled and qualified staff, aiming for optimizing the resource management and 
development of local communities. Various studies have concentrated on implementing decentralization process 
especially, in the management of sustainable physical development (ESCWA, 2001), where decentralization 
considered to be a reliable system that in order to manage the city, improve local community and have the ability 
to make decisions and implement it in high efficiency.  
Decentralization works on the direct contact with the government authorities and emphasizes on implementing a 
mechanism of dialogue and partnership between local community and centralized decision makers. Most 
important goal of sustainability can be achieved by activating the role of public and local participation, through 
interdisciplinary team working on local requirements and manage resources. Jordan start to establish a special 
management associated with urbanization, which represents one pillar of physical planning by developing 
strategies, policies, and physical plans to reach sustainability through implementing the decentralization process 
in the governorates.  
In this regards, habitat Agenda has introduced a strategy that guarantees achieving urban sustainability, and it 
revolves around the following points: Enable public participation in developing plans and making decisions 
regarding priorities of local community. Introduce modern technological programs, to facilitate participation in 
the sustainable urban development.  Provide experienced people that capable of implementing and making 
decisions in field of physical development. Stimulate the role of public participation between government and 
private sectors, in order to improve interdisciplinary decision making. 
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Many governorates and cities in the world suffer from the unplanned physical growth that affects natural 
resources that including agricultural lands, which causing traffic congestion and high level of pollution, and 
therefore, it consists an obstacle to sustainable urban development. In this context, implementing and 
following-up the proper decentralization system could result in striking a balance between social, political, 
economic and environmental goals. This system, can help in the conservation of natural resources without 
wasting them, the provision of sustainable urban services and the activation of public participation for improving 
the local development activities.  
Through studying realities of sustainable urban development and physical development, the study found that, 
despite activating the role of decentralization role, it suffers from many problems that appears due to the 
following reasons: Weakness of local community experience, and its inability to define its requirements. Absence 
of sound projects that meets the needs of the local community for developments process. Lack of comprehensive 
awareness for the concept of development and disaggregated sense of local collaborations and weak role of non- 
governmental institutions and private sector.  
In Jordan, the decentralization system will become the primary base of the administration authority in the 
country governorates, where these bodies enjoy legal personality with financial and administrative autonomy as 
they represent the public participation in conducting the domestic affairs within the local community. It is an 
integrated process of the administrative, political, economic, social and cultural sustainable development at the 
local and regional level. The decentralization council is the mandate holder in determining and approving 
different types of development projects in the governorates.  
The decentralization council in Al-Salt city consists from different committees in order to support local 
community management process, beside the role of participation. The local community committees aim to 
examine, improve and develop the basis of services provided to the citizens in the city and it is consisted from 
five committees. The first committee is the financial, economic, development and tourism committee. It seeks to 
identify the needs of the city and local community for different types of services projects. Provide suggestions 
for project investment that would be of benefit within local community. The decentralization council looks for 
providing economic services and initiatives to develop the economic system within the local community, as a 
consequence, achieving sustainable economic and touristic development in the city.  
The second committees are the agriculture, water, energy and mineral wealth. Among its responsibilities are to 
investigate and evaluate the agricultural and water resources in the governorates, in addition to submit proposals 
regarding its sustainable development of resources in the city. In addition to Pursuit all activities that would 
develop and enhance the agriculture sector, and encourage it to achieve inner-city sustainable agriculture 
development. Contribute to the protection of agricultural land, best utilization of water resources, and other 
mineral resources. 
The third committees are the health, environment and public work, it performs the following functions: Study the 
health services provided to the citizens, and promote the needed plans in order to improve health sector. Engage 
the local community in the environment protection, through rising awareness and volunteer works. The forth 
committees are the education committee which seeks to develop the education sector and introduce modern 
technological education system in the different studying stages, and develop cultural facilities and promote 
dissemination of education and culture in the city. The fifth committees are the local community committee, it 
seeks to follow-up all committees in the city and the services that provided to the community and citizens at the 
same time. It also follow-up the workflow of these committees in all activities that conducted by the 
municipality. 
5. Recommendations 
The main recommendations of this paper is to focus on local community by providing and training the human 
resources on the governance and decentralization system and empower them for decision –making process in the 
framework of public interest of communities. Strengthen the role of non-governmental institutions and private 
sector in development of the local community. Develop and activate awareness programs specialized in the 
sustainable development by promote the sense of belonging to the local communities and activate the role of 
public participation on the local level. Identify the sustainable urban plans and strategies at the local level of 
cities, in order to provide the social, urban, environmental and economic requirements for improving the living 
standards of population. Develop adequate plans to control the physical expansion in favor of agricultural lands, 
and provide adequate related urban services that needed to sustain communities. Increasing the integration and 
coherence between urban and physical development through the coordination between government authorities 
and the private sector. 



mas.ccsenet.org Modern Applied Science Vol. 12, No. 4; 2018 

116 
 

References 
Abu Ali, N. (2010). Sustainable development in the traditional architecture in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 

Master, Umm Al-Qura University.   
Abu Hilu, M. (2014). The requirements of sustainable urban development in the absence of regional schemes in 

the Palestinian territories. Journal of a generation of human and social sciences, 2, 201-218. 
AHDR. (2003). Sustainable development in the Arab World (3rd ed). 
Al-Daghestani, I. S. (2009). The management of sustainable development in the urban environment of the city of 

Baghdad.  
Alfra, M. A. (2010). Strategies for achieving sustainable urban planning in the Gaza Strip using geographic 

information systems (GIS), Master, Islamic University of Gaza.  
Alribdawi, Q. (2010). Population growth and urban development in the Sultanate of Oman, The Journal of the 

University of Damascus.  
Alshaikhli, A. (2002). The relationship between the central government and the local administration.  
Al-Taher, A. (2011). The mechanisms for activating the role of municipalities in local development management 

in Algeria, Master.  
Alzo'ubi, K. (1986). The formation of local councils and their impact on the adequacy of city Management. 

Cairo, Atlas.  
Atiqa, K. (2011). Administrative decentralization in the Maghreb countries, Master Thesis. 
Deeb, R. Y. (2009). Sustainable urban development strategy in the semi-urban areas, University of Damascus.  
ESCWA, (2001). Sustainable Urban Development-a Regional Perspective on Good Urban Governance- United 

Nations- New York. 
ESF (Emaar Salt Foundation). (2015). The reconstruction of the salt and the development publications of the city 

center.  
Esters, R. (2008). Toward Sustainable Development: From Theory to practice, University of Pennsylvania - 

USA.  
Goodwin, N. R. (2003). Five Kinds of Capital: Useful Concepts for Sustainable development. Global 

Development and Environment Institute. 
GSM (Greater Salt municipality). (2014). Greater Salt municipality publications.  
GSM (Greater Salt municipality). (2016). Greater Salt municipality publications.  
Hildebrand, F. (1999). Designing the city; towards a more Sustainable Urban Form. First publishing, E and 

Nspon. 
Idreekh, M. O. H. (2005). Sustainable and integrated planning strategies, land and transportation use in the city 

of Nablus, a master's paper non-published, Najah National University.  
Janabi, N (2015). The Green City as Style for Conserving Resources and Protecting the Environment from 

Pollution. Iraqi Journal of Architecture, 30(1-2). 
KAAU. (2006). Sustainable development in the Arab world between reality and hopefully, King Abdul Aziz 

University, Jeddah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.  
Mahran, A. (2001). The factors affecting the continuity of the urban development process in Cairo, Egypt.  
MOPD (Ministry of Political Development). (2017). The decentralization law, the ministry publications, Amman 

Jordan.  
Rabab'a, F. (1995). The role of central authorities and the elected local authorities in development.  
Ravetz. (1999). City Region toward 2020 – Integrated Planning for a Sustainable Environment- TCPA – London. 
Suribabu, C. R., & Bhaskar, J. (2014). Evaluation of Urban Growth Using Remote Sensing and GIS Tools Case 

Study on Thanjavur City, Tamil Nadu, India. 
Swailem, S. I. I. (2008). Strategies for the sustainability of the traditional commercial street. Master thesis, Najah 

National University, Palestine.  
Toukan, T. (2001). Report on the decentralization and local governance in Palestine. Annual reports 22. Ramalla. 



mas.ccsenet.org Modern Applied Science Vol. 12, No. 4; 2018 

117 
 

Toukhi, S. (2006). Decentralization and the entrance to the empowerment and local sustainable development. 

 
Copyrights 
Copyright for this article is retained by the author(s), with first publication rights granted to the journal. 
This is an open-access article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution 
license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


