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Abstract
The blood glucose level of people with diabetes can be normalized through an appropriate diet, physical activity,
the use of chemical drugs and medicinal plants. This study aims to investigate the effects of low-calorie diets (1200,
1500, and 1800 kcal) on glucose and serum lipids in poorly controlled type 2 diabetic patients. This clinical trial
was conducted among 60 patients with type 2 diabetes mellitus. The criteria for entering the study were fasting
blood glucose higher than 130 mg/dl, hemoglobin A1C higher than 7% and BMI higher than 25. Blood glucose,
fasting blood glucose and lipid levels were measured before and after intervention two hours after each meal.
Patients were trained by an expert. Then, the questionnaires were completed and analyzed. In this study, the mean
fasting blood glucose level in patients who used 1500 and 1200 kcal diet decreased significantly after intervention
(p<0.05). Glucose decreased significantly after two hours using a 1500 kcal diet (p<0.009). In addition,
triglyceride and cholesterol levels were significantly reduced in patients who used the 1500 kcal diet (p<0.05).
Although, there was no significant difference in blood glucose levels between 1200, 1500 and 1800 kcal diets
based on gender, residencency and BMI. Regarding the fact that there was no significant difference in reducing
blood glucose and serum lipids between 1200 and 1500 kcal diets. It is recommended to use a 1500 kcal diet
instead of 1200 kcal diet, which imposes fewer limitations and is easier to tolerate.
Keywords: Low-calorie diets, Poorly controlled diabetes mellitus, Blood glucose, Serum lipid
1. Introduction
Diabetes mellitus is one of the most common endocrine abnormalities and one of the biggest health problems in
urban communities(Gyawali, Ferrario, Van Teijlingen, & Kallestrup, 2016; Joshi, Malla, Bhattarai, & Shrestha,
2017; Veghari et al., 2010) . Its prevalence was high in some provinces of Iran and was reported to be about
12%(Noshad, Afarideh, Heidari, Mechanick, & Esteghamati, 2015). The International Diabetes Federation
estimates the number of people involved with this disease to be more than 400 million people, i.e. about 6% of the
adult population(Organization, 2017). For controlling this disease, nutritional care is primarily important and other
treatment efforts alone will not be enough without considering advice and nutritional care. Given that most type 2
diabetic patients do not have enough knowledge about their diet, appropriate nutritional education will play an
important role in controlling their disease(Shah, Kamdar, & Shah, 2009). It is often controlled by dietary and
lifestyle changes, but oral hypoglycemic or insulin drugs may also be necessary(Asif, 2014). Therefore, by
regulating the time for meal and snack, and if the diet is properly adjusted, one can provide the nutritional needs of
these patients in terms of energy and nutrients. In the early stages, you can treat the disease with weight loss and
physical activity. Hyperglycemia can be reduced in obese people by reducing about 5-10 kg of body weight
(Wilding, 2014).
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Franz (2016) found that 14% of diabetic patients can control their blood glucose only by diet (Marion J. Franz,
2007). Several studies have shown that nutritional education and proper diets have a profound effect on
diabetes-related outcomes such as proteinuria, HbA1c, and body weight(Evert et al., 2013; M. J. Franz, 2016; Lim,
Park, Choi, Huh, & Kim, 2009).
Moreover, other sudies found that reducing the weight of diabetics with low-calorie diets (1500 kcal) can reduce
the level of fasting blood glucose and triglycerides in these patients (Asif, 2014). Therefore, the aim of this study
was to compare three types of low-calorie diets in controlling blood glucose and lipids in poorly controlled diabetic
patients.
2. Materials and Methods
The study was a randomized clinical trial among 60 patients with type 2 diabetes who were referred to diabetes
clinics affiliated to Babol University of Medical Sciences. Ten patients were excluded from the study due to diet
noncompliance, and the study was conducted among 50 patients. Informed witten consent was obtained from all
patients.
First, the fasting blood glucose, blood glucose taken two hours after meals and serum lipids (cholesterol,
triglyceride, LDL cholesterol and HDL cholesterol) were recorded before dietary intervention and then, were
designed by a dietitian and focused on individuals with overweight and obesity according to their height, weight,
BMI and type of diet (1200 kcal,1500 kcal, and 1800 kcal). Then, a trained instructor gave nutritional education
regarding low-calorie diets. After one month, patients were re-evaluated for weight, fasting blood glucose, blood
glucose taken two hours after meals, and serum lipids, and were compared with the levels before the intervention.
In this study, patients with poorly controlled type 2 diabetes, fasting blood glucose levels higher than 30 mg/dL,
lower than 200 mg/dL, HbA1C more than 7%, overweight and obesity according to BMI, and low activity were
included.
The exclusion criteria included people with cardiovascular disease, liver disease, kidney disease, lactating and
pregnant women, diabetic children and people under the age of 20 years.
Cholesterol was measured by enzymatic method (End-point) using Man's kit, triglyceride was measured by
enzymatic method using reagents from Beckman (Beckman Diagnostics, Fullerton, CA, USA) and blood glucose
was measured by enzymatic method using Man's kit. The tool for gathering data was a questionnaire containing
demographic information and patient tests. Data were analyzed by SPSS16 software using Chi-square, T-test and
ANOVA. P<0.05 was considered significant.
3. Results
This study was conducted among 50 patients with poorly control type 2 diabetes; 21 patients (42%) had 1200 kcal
diet, 15 patients (30%) had 1500 kcal diet and 14 patients (28%) had 1800 kcal diet. Of all studied subjects, 13
(26%) were male and 37 (74%) were female. 36 (72%) were housewives and 9 (18%) were self-employed. In
terms of residence, 36 (72%) were urban and 14 (28%) were rural. In terms of education, 15 (30%) were illiterate,
24 (48%) had primary education, 9 (18%) had diplomas and 2 (4%) had higher education than diplomas. 17 (34%)
were overweight, 16 (32%) were obese and 10 (20%) were extremely obese. 44 cases (89.8%) were heavy and 35
(72.3%) used glucose control medication.
The of 1500 kcal diet resulted in a significant decrease in fasting blood glucose and blood glucose taken two hours
after meals in the subjects. The 1200 kcal diet also significantly decreased fasting blood glucose (p<0.05), but the
changes in blood glucose taken two hours after meals was not statistically significant. The 1500 kcal diet also
significantly decreased triglyceride and cholesterol (p<0.05). The mean of the differences between the three
treatment diets was not significant before and after the intervention (Table 1).
Comparing two different diets using Tukey tests showed that none of the diets had a significant difference. The
difference between BMI before and after dietary intervention was not significant.
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Table 1. The mean glucose and lipid parameters, before and after the diet in the study subjects
Parameter mg/dl

Fasting blood sugar

Diet

Before

After

kcal

intervention

intervention

p-value

The difference, before and after
Mean±SE

Mean±SD

Mean±SD

1200

188.8 ± 48.6

161.9 ± 43.2

0.013

26.9 ± 9.8

1500

171.4 ± 33

140.5 ± 31.3

0.002

30.9 ± 8.2

1800

176.8 ± 61.4

171.3 ± 61.5

0.732

5.5 ± 15.6

Blood glucose taken two hours

1200

233.3 ± 76

225.2 ± 62

0.064

6.8 ± 14.5

after meals

1500

230.2 ± 59.7

182 ± 52.4

0.009

44.5 ± 14.4

1800

241.6 ± 92.1

225.1 ± 86.7

0.193

25.3 ± 18.2

Triglyceride

1200

218.8 ± 118.7

196.7 ± 89.5

0.375

22.1±24.4

1500

206.3 ± 77.5

169.5 ± 72.5

0.033

39.7±16.7

Cholesterol

LDL cholesterol

HDL cholesterol

p-value

intervention

1800

163 ± 84.7

143.8 ± 64.6

0.283

19.2±17.1

1200

221.3 ± 53.2

211.9 ± 43.8

0.235

9.4 ± 7.7

1500

207.1 ± 43.8

194 ± 49.4

0.031

20.9 ± 8.4

1800

200.2 ± 37.8

175.9 ± 46.3

0.024

24.2 ± 9.5

1200

127 ± 40.3

120.6 ± 40.1

0.287

3.3 ± 2.9

1500

127.7 ± 32.1

135.7 ± 35

0.94

0.5 ± 7.1

1800

115.1 ± 44

109.6 ± 40

0.326

5.6 ± 5

1200

45.1 ± 9.7

41.1 ± 11.3

0.125

4 ± 2.5

1500

42.9 ± 12.4

39.5 ± 8.2

0.181

2.8 ± 2

1800

55.6 ± 32.1

53.4 ± 27.9

0.164

4.3 ± 2.8

0.283

0.23

0.795

0.41

0.836

0.918

In this study, there was no significant difference between the three low-calorie diets in reducing serum glucose and
lipids in terms of gender, residency and BMI.
4. Discussion
A balanced diet is the basis for controlling diabetes, and failure to cure this disease is often due to a lack of an
appropriate diet. The results of this study showed that the 1500 kcal diet could significantly reduce fasting blood
glucose and blood glucose taken two hours after meals. In addition, although fasting blood glucose decreased after
intervention in the 1200 kcal diet, blood glucose taken two hours after meals did not decrease significantly.
Nevertheless, the 1800 kcal diet could not change the fasting blood glucose and blood glucose taken two hours
after meals significantly. The 1200, 1500 and 1800 kcal low-calorie diets were based on 55% carbohydrates, 20%
protein and 25% fat. These diets are mainly different in terms of bread and cereal unit, meat unit and fat unit; bread
and cereal units were 10.5, 7.5 and 5.5 units, respectively, the meat and related products were 5.5, 4.5 and 3 units,
respectively, and fat units were 6.5, 3.5 and 3 units, respectively, in 1800, 1500 and 1200 kcal diets. Although the
difference between the bread and cereal, meat and fat is not significant in 1800 and 1500 kcal diets, this difference
is relatively significant in 1200 kcal diet. Since the limitation of food group units in 1500 kcal diet is more
balanced than 1200 and 1800 kcal diets, and is more acceptable for the patient, it can be used to control fasting
blood sugar and blood glucose taken two hours after meals(Association, 2010; Jazet, de Craen, van Schie, &
Meinders, 2007; Rabinovitz et al., 2004). Perhaps, one of the reasons why the 1200 kcal diet failed to reduce blood
glucose after a meal would be its higher dietary restriction compared to 1500 and 1800 kcal diets, which would
result in a patient's noncompliance. Although several studies have been done regarding the role of diets in treating
diabetes, there has not been much research in this regard. After reviewing the treatment outcomes in diabetes
mellitus, Sunsaneevithayakul et al. proved that by implementing a dietary treatment, blood glucose was well
controlled in the vast majority of patients and in some cases, led to the discontinuation of
insulin(Sunsaneevithayakul et al., 2006). Katsilambros et al. also found that the energy limit of around 500 kcal per
day was most helpful in overweight diabetics(Katsilambros, 2001).
Sargrad et al. also showed that low-calorie diet significantly reduces plasma fasting glucose levels(Sargrad,
Homko, Mozzoli, & Boden, 2005) . After examining the role of diet in 10 diabetic patients, Boden showed that
fasting glucose levels returned to normal levels using low-calorie diet, and the mean hemoglobin A1C decreased
and insulin sensitivity increased . In the present study, the 1500 kcal diet could significantly reduce the level of
cholesterol and triglyceride, but this result was not observed in the 1800 and 1200 kcal diets. In a study on subjects
with a BMI higher than 30 for a period of 14 weeks who underwent a 425 kcal diet, showed that the levels of
cholesterol and triglyceride decreased significantly and glucose returned to normal level at the end of the
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diet(Capstick et al., 1997). The results of our study showed that there was no significant difference between the
diets (1200, 1500 and 1800 kcal) before and after the intervention in fasting blood glucose and blood glucose taken
two hours after meals based on gender, and gender played a significant role in improving the results after using the
diet. However, considering the small number of men in this method, judgment may be difficult in this case.
The results of this study showed that in subjects with overweight and obesity according to BMI, there was no
significant difference between parameters of fasting blood glucose, blood glucose taken two hours after meals,
triglyceride, cholesterol, LDL and HDL in using the diets (1200, 1500 and 1800 kcal). In two separate studies,
Tenhove and katsuki et al. stated that the use of low-calorie diets in obese diabetic women with infertility not only
reduced and regulated blood glucose levels, but also led to the return of fertility in these women(KATSUKI et al.,
2000; ten Hove, de Meijer, & Meinders, 2000).
This suggests that an appropriate diet will be beneficial to people in any range of BMI, and the idea that only obese
people with higher BMIs get better results is not correct.
5. Conclusion
Considering the significant effect of the 1500 Kcal diet on reducing diabetes mellitus and the level of blood
glucose and lipids in diabetic patients and better tolerance of this diet by patients, this diet can be used to control
diabetes and lipids in diabetic patients rather than using more difficult diets.
Acknowledgements
All of authors gratefully thank to the Deputy of Research and Technology in Babol University of Medical
Sciences.
Conflicts of Interests
The authors declare that these is no conflict of interests.
References
Asif, M. (2014). The prevention and control the type-2 diabetes by changing lifestyle and dietary pattern.
Journal of Education and Health Promotion, 3, 1. htps://doi.org/10.4103/2277-9531.127541
Association, A. D. (2010). Standards of medical care in diabetes—2010. Diabetes care, 33(Supplement 1),
S11-S61.
Capstick, F., Brooks, B. A., Burns, C. M., Zilkens, R. R., Steinbeck, K. S., & Yue, D. K. (1997). Very low
calorie diet (VLCD): a useful alternative in the treatment of the obese NIDDM patient. Diabetes research
and clinical practice, 36(2), 105-111.
Evert, A. B., Boucher, J. L., Cypress, M., Dunbar, S. A., Franz, M. J., Mayer-Davis, E. J., ... Yancy, W. S.
(2013). Nutrition Therapy Recommendations for the Management of Adults With Diabetes. Diabetes Care,
36(11), 3821-3842. doi: 10.2337/dc13-2042
Franz, M. J. (2007). The Dilemma of Weight Loss in Diabetes. Diabetes Spectrum, 20(3), 133-136.
htps://doi.org/10.2337/diaspect.20.3.133
Franz, M. J. (2016). Diabetes Nutrition Therapy: Effectiveness, Macronutrients, Eating Patterns and Weight
Management. Am J Med Sci, 351(4), 374-379. htps://doi.org/10.1016/j.amjms.2016.02.001
Gyawali, B., Ferrario, A., Van Teijlingen, E., & Kallestrup, P. (2016). Challenges in diabetes mellitus type 2
management in Nepal: a literature review. Global health action, 9(1), 31704.
Jazet, I. M., de Craen, A. J., van Schie, E. M., & Meinders, A. E. (2007). Sustained beneficial metabolic effects
18 months after a 30-day very low calorie diet in severely obese, insulin-treated patients with type 2
diabetes. Diabetes research and clinical practice, 77(1), 70-76.
Joshi, R., Malla, R., Bhattarai, M. D., & Shrestha, D. B. (2017). Prevalance of Gestational Diabetes Mellitus in
Overweight Pregnant Women in Urban Antenatal Clinic at 24-28 Weeks of Gestation. Medical Journal of
Shree Birendra Hospital, 16(2), 55-62.
Katsilambros, N. (2001). Nutrition in diabetes mellitus. Experimental and Clinical Endocrinology & Diabetes,
109(Suppl 2), S250-S258.
KATSUKI, A., SUMIDA, Y., ITO, K., MURASHIMA, S., GABAZZA, E. C., FURUTA, M., . . . ADACHI, Y.
(2000). A case of obesity, diabetes and hypertension treated with very low calorie diet (VLCD) followed by
successful pregnancy with intrauterine insemination (IUI). Endocrine journal, 47(6), 787-791.

21

jmbr.ccsenet.org

Journal of Molecular Biology Research

Vol. 8, No. 1; 2018

Lim, H.-m., Park, J.-E., Choi, Y.-J., Huh, K.-B., & Kim, W.-Y. (2009). Individualized diabetes nutrition
education improves compliance with diet prescription. Nutrition Research and Practice, 3(4), 315-322.
htps://doi.org/10.4162/nrp.2009.3.4.315
Noshad, S., Afarideh, M., Heidari, B., Mechanick, J. I., & Esteghamati, A. (2015). Diabetes Care in Iran: Where
We Stand and Where We Are Headed. Annals of Global Health, 81(6), 839-850. https://doi.org/10.
1016/j.aogh.2015.10.003
Organization, W. H. (2017). Global report on diabetes. Geneva, 2016.
Rabinovitz, Friedensohn, Leibovitz, Gabay, Rocas, & Habot. (2004). Effect of chromium supplementation on
blood glucose and lipid levels in type 2 diabetes mellitus elderly patients. International journal for vitamin
and nutrition research, 74(3), 178-182.
Sargrad, K. R., Homko, C., Mozzoli, M., & Boden, G. (2005). Effect of high protein vs high carbohydrate intake
on insulin sensitivity, body weight, hemoglobin A1c, and blood pressure in patients with type 2 diabetes
mellitus. Journal of the American Dietetic Association, 105(4), 573-580.
Shah, V. N., Kamdar, P., & Shah, N. (2009). Assessing the knowledge, attitudes and practice of type 2 diabetes
among patients of Saurashtra region, Gujarat. International journal of diabetes in developing countries,
29(3), 118.
Sunsaneevithayakul, P., Kanokpongsakdi, S., Sutanthavibul, A., Ruangvutilert, P., Boriboohirunsarn, D.,
Keawprasit, T., & Tantawattana, R. (2006). Result of ambulatory diet therapy in gestational diabetes
mellitus. Journal-Medical Association of Thailand, 89(1), 8.
ten Hove, W. R., de Meijer, P. H., & Meinders, A. E. (2000). [Very-low-calorie diet in treatment of morbidly
obese patient with diabetes mellitus type 2]. Ned Tijdschr Geneeskd, 144(23), 1089-1092.
Veghari, G., Sedaghat, M., Joshaghani, H., Hoseini, S. A., Niknezad, F., Angizeh, A., . . . Moharloei, P. (2010).
Association between socio-demographic factors and diabetes mellitus in the north of Iran: A
population-based
study.
International
Journal
of
Diabetes
Mellitus,
2(3),
154-157.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijdm.2010.09.001
Wilding, J. P. H. (2014). The importance of weight management in type 2 diabetes mellitus. International
Journal of Clinical Practice, 68(6), 682-691. htps://doi.org/10.1111/ijcp.12384
Copyrights
Copyright for this article is retained by the author(s), with first publication rights granted to the journal.
This is an open-access article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution
license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

22

