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Abstract

This study investigates speech sound omission by native speakers of Standard British English and Central
Kurdish. It aims to explore how a sound or sounds can be dropped in a spoken language to simplify it. The study
compares English and Kurdish to determine similar and dissimilar features related to the elision of sounds.
Additionally, the study attempts to ascertain the reasons for omitting of a sound or sounds in each language.
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1. Introduction

Elision is a common speech simplification process and can occur either in single words or in connections
between two words. Finch (2000, p. 46) states that elision is common in casual speech styles, mostly at word
boundaries. To Clark and Yallop (1990, p. 90), elision refers to a special case in which certain segments or
syllables are lost or omitted. If the articulation of a sound in normal speech is weakened too much, the sound
may disappear in running speech. Thus, elision is regarded as a type of economy of articulation that consists of
omitting either a vowel or a consonant. This phenomenon is common in all languages. Elision occurs mostly in
rapid colloquial speech, especially by native speakers for the purpose of language economy (i.e., to speak more
fluently and easily). To Collins and Mees (2013, p. 125), elision tends to be more frequent in (a) unstressed
rather than stressed syllables, (b) rapid rather than slow tempo and (c) informal rather than formal registers.

2. Types of Elision in English
Elision is classified into two types: contemporary elision and historical elision.
2.1 Contemporary Elision

Contemporary elision refers to the present-day elision which includes the elision of consonants, vowels, and a
whole syllable.

2.1.1 Elision of Consonants

Consonant sounds refer to the sounds articulated as the airflow is obstructed at some point in the mouth, throat,
or larynx (Matthews, 2007, p. 74). The consonant sounds cluster in the margins of syllables (onset and coda).
Carr (2013, p. 60) states that in the historical development of languages, consonants in coda undergo the loss of
articulation than onset consonants. To Roach (2000, pp. 142—143), the elision of consonants in English happens
most commonly when a speaker wants to simplify a complex consonant cluster. For example, ‘acts’ becomes
/a&eks/ rather than /aekts/, ‘scripts’ becomes /skrips/ rather than /skripts/.

2.1.1.1 Elision of Alveolar Plosives /t/ and /d/

The phonemes /t/ and /d/ are alveolar plosive sounds. /t/ is voiceless but /d/ is voiced. Roach (2000, pp. 32-33)
states these two phonemes can be found at the beginning of a word (initial positions), between other sounds
(medial positions), and at the end of a word (final positions). In English, the phonemes /t/ and /d/ are concerned
as the most elided consonants (Finch, 2000, p. 46). The following situations are the most common ones in which
the phonemes /t/ and /d/ are elided:

When /t/ or /d/ is found between two consonants (in the central of two consonants), elision occurs (Gimson, 1970,
p- 238). To Yule (2006, p. 49), /t/ in consonant clusters, in coda position, is elided.
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- Aspects /espekts/ — /aspeks/

- He must be /himastbi/ — /himasbi/

- The next day /09 'nekst 'der/ — /03 'neks 'der/
- The last car /09 'la:st 'ka:/— /09 'la:s 'ka:/

- Past tens /pa:st ‘tens/— / pa:s 'tens/

- Left luggage /left 'lagids/— / lef 'lagids/

- Tasteless /teistlos/ — /teislos/

When /t/ in the final position of a word is clustered with /t/ or /d/ in initial position of another word, the sequence
of /tt/ or /td/ is shortened to /t/:

- We ought to visit him. /'wi o:t to "visit '1m/ — /'wi o:to 'visit 'tm/
- We want to leave. /wi ‘'wont to 'li:v/ — /wi "wonta 'li:v/
- They’ve got to go now. /deiv 'gpt to 'gov nav/ — /Oeiv 'goto 'gou nav/

- What do you want? /wot do ju: wont/? — /woda ju: wont/? (Collins & Mees, 2013, p. 128; Gimson, 1970, p.
299)

If a word has final clusters of affricate (e.g., /f/ and /d3/) or plosive (e.g., /b/, /g/, /p/ and /k/) + /d/ or /t/, the word
will lose the final alveolar stop when the following word has an initial consonant.

- Fetched me /feflt mi/ — /fetf mi/

- Changed colour /ffeindzd kale/ — /ffeinds kalo/

- Helped me /helpt mi/ — /help mi/

- Liked jam /laikt d&s@em/ — /laik dgeem/

- Robbed both /ravbd baub/— /ravb bavb/

- Begged one /begd wan/— /beg wan/ (Gimson, 1970, p. 298)

The elision of /t/ and /d/ can result in the neutralisation of the distinction between past tense and present tense.
For example, in ‘looked back’ /lukt baek/ as it is pronounced /luk baek/ (Skandera & Burleigh, 2005, p. 95).

Gimson (1970, p. 298) and Collins and Mees (2013, p. 127) claim that /t/ or /d/ is not elided before initial /h/:
- Smoked herring /smouvkt heri/

- Kept hold /kept havld/

- Worked hard /w3:kt ha:d/

- Reached home /ri:fft hovm/

- Gift horse /gift ho:s/

- Rushed home /raft haum/

- Bald head /bo:1d hed/

Moreover, there is no elision of /t/, when final /nt/ or /1t/ is followed by a consonant. For example:
- Spent time /spent taim/

- Walt Disney /wo:lt dizni/

The sequence of consonant+ /t+j/ and consonant+/d+j/ often keep /t/ and /d/, but sometimes have reciprocal
assimilation to / {7 and / d3/. For example:

- I’ve booked your flight /aiv bukt jo: flait/ — /aiv buk{f o: flait/
- Itold your husband /ai tould jo: hazbond / — /ai toulds o: hazband/ (ibid)

There is elision of /t/ in negative /-nt/, especially in disyllables, before a following consonant and sometimes
before a vowel:

- You mustn’t lose it. /ju: masont lu:z 1t/ — /ju: mason lu:z 1t/
- Doesn’t she know? /dazont [i nov/? — /dazon [i nov/?
- Wouldn’t he come? /wudant hi kam/? — /wudon hi kam/? (Gimson, 1970, p. 298)
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In the phrase ‘you and me’, the phoneme /d/ is elided in ‘and’. To Yule (2006, p. 49), when /d/ is preceded by
nasal /n/ and followed by nasal /m/, /d/ is elided:

- you and me /ju: ond mi/ — /ju: on mi/

Some common examples for the elision of /d/:

- friendship /frendip/ — /frenfip/

- Hold the dog! /"hauvld 8o 'dog/— /'houl 0o 'dog/

- Send Frank a card /send 'freenk o 'ka:d/— /sen 'freegk o 'ka:d/

- 0Old man /ovld maen/ — /ovl men /

When /d/ in the final position of a word is clustered with /t/ or /d/ in initial position of another word, /t/ is elided:
- We could try. /wi koad trai/. — /wi ko trai/.

- They should do it. /dei fod du: 1t/. — /dei [o du: 1t/. (Gimson, 1970, p. 299)

2.1.1.2 Elision of Dental Fricatives /6/ and /0/

The phonemes /0/ and /d/ are dental fricative sounds. /0/ is voiceless, but /0/ is voiced. The elision of /8/ and /6/
are common in the following examples:

- Months / man6s / — /mans/
- Clothes / klovdz / — /klovz/
- Sixths / siksfs / — /siks/ (Skandera & Burleigh, 2005, p. 95)

In some ordinal numbers, /6/ is not elided, but instead, there is a possibility to elide the preceding consonant as in
the following examples:

- Fifth /fifo/ — /fi0/
- Twelfth /twelfb/ — /twel6/ (Collins & Mees, 2013, p. 127)

Denham and Lobeck (2013, p. 117) argue that in the case of having two or three fricative sounds in a coda, one
or two of them frequently are elided. For example, in the word ‘sixths’ /siksfs/, the phonemes /s/, /6/ and /s/ are
fricative sounds in coda. The phonemes /s/ and /6/ both can be elided together and the word can be pronounced
as /siks/. Also, in the word ‘fifths’ / {fif9s/, the phonemes /f/, /6/ and /s/ are fricative sounds in coda. The phoneme
/6/ can be elided and the word is pronounced as /fifs/ or the phoneme /f/ can be elided and the word becomes
/fiBs/ in rapid speech. Even it is possible to elide the two fricative sounds /f/ and /0/ together and the word is
presented as /fis/.

2.1.1.3 Elision of Labiodental Fricative /v/

The phonemes /f/ and /v/ are labiodental fricatives. /f/ is voiceless but /v/ is voiced. To Roach (2000, p. 143), the
final /v/ is omitted when it is followed by a consonant. For example:

- Lots of them /lpts ov dom/ — /Ipts o dom/
- Waste of money /weist ov mani/ — /weist o mani/

Collins and Mees (2013, pp. 127-128) and Crystal (2008, p. 247) state /v/ in ‘of” is omitted as it is followed by
/8/. For example:

- Three of the websites /0ri: av 0o websaits/ — /0ri: o 0o websaits/
- One of the lads /wan av 09 leedz/ — /wan 9 09 laedz/

Also, according to them (ibid), the elision of /v/ in ‘of” is common whenever it is followed by the consonant /p/
or /f/:

- Apiece of paper /2 pi:s ov peips/ — /a pi:s o peipa/

- As amatter of fact /oz o metr ov faekt/ — /oz o meetro faekt/

Moreover, in rapid speech /v/ is sometimes elided before /m/ in the verb ‘give’, ‘have’ and ‘leave’:
- Giye me a chance. /grv mi o ffa:ns/. — /gr mi o ffa:ns/.

- Do you haye my number? /du: ju heev mai nambo/? — /du: ju ha mai nambo/?

- Leave me alone. /li:v mi o laun/. — /li: mi o laun/. (ibid)
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2.1.1.4 Elision of Glottal Fricative /h/
/h/ is a voiceless glottal fricative sound. In the weak forms of function words /h/ is elided.

- I think he will have told her. /ai Ok i wil ov tould a:/ (Collins & Mees, 2013, p. 22, 127; Gimson, 1970, p.
297)

2.1.1.5 Elision of Velar Plosive /k/

/k/ is a voiceless velar plosive sound. To Collins and Mees (2013, p. 127) and Gimson (1970, p. 298), /k/ is
elided in the middle of a cluster of three consonant sounds when it is preceded by /s/ and followed by /t/.

- Masked gunman /ma:skt ganman/ — /ma:st ganman/
- They asked us /0ei a:skt os/ — /Jei a:st s/
- Risked prison /riskt prisan/ — /rist prisan/

Moreover, according to them (ibid), in ‘masked gunman’ in addition to the elision of /k/, there is an elision of /t/,
too.

- Masked gunman /ma:s ganman/
2.1.1.6 Elision of Velar V/

To Gimson (1970, p. 238), it is possible to elide /t/ when it is preceded by /o:/ which has a resonance similar to
that of /t/

- Always /o:tweiz/ — /orweiz/
- Alright /o:trait/ — /o:rait/

- Although /o:1000/ — /2:090/
- Already /o:tredi / — /o:redi/
2.1.2 Elision of Vowels

Vowels refer to those sounds which are produced without any air restriction of the airflow (Finch, 2000, p. 73).
In English, schwa /o/ is the most frequent vowel sound. It occurs in weak and unstressed syllables (Roach, 2000,
p. 82). The elision of a vowel is associated with a weak and unstressed syllable. According to Roach (2000, p.
142) and Skandera and Burleigh (2005, pp. 95-96), the elision of /o/ occurs in unstressed syllables of
polysyllabic words, particularly before or after a stressed syllable, and after one of the plosives, /p, t, k/. In the
following words /o/ is elided, and there will be an aspiration of the release of air in the articulation of the
preceding plosive.

- Today /to'der/ — /t"der/
- Potato /pa'tertov/ — /p" tertov/
- Tomato /to'ma:tov/ — /t" ma:tov/

In disyllabic words, elision of /o/ is common whenever it is followed by /l/, /n/ or /t/. When the phoneme /o/ is
elided, /1/, /n/ or /t/ becomes syllabic. The number of syllables will remain the same, but the syllable boundary
moves (Roach, 2000, pp. 86—90, 142; Skandera & Burleigh, 2005, pp. 95-96).

- Cattle /kaet.ol/ — /kaet.l/

- Bottle /bot.ol/ — /bot.l/

- Trouble /trab.al/ — /trab.l/

- Tunnel /tan.al/ — /tan.l/

- Pedal /ped.ol/ — /ped.l/

- Tonight /ta.nait/ — /tn.ait/

- Threaten /Oret.on/ — /Oret.n/

- Seven /sev.on/ — /sev.n/

- Correct /koa.rekt/ — /kr.ekt/

- Hungary /hagg.or.i/ — /hang.r.i/

Gimson (1970, p. 238) points out that elision of /i/ can be found in English, but it is less common than /a/.
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- Geography /dzi.ng.ro.fi/ — /d3v.gro.fi/
- Geometry /dzi.om.o.tri/ — /dsp.ma.tri/
2.1.3 Elision of a Whole Syllable

When there is a separated consonant, a whole syllable may be dropped (Gimson, 19970, p. 238; Crystal, 2008, p.
247). To Skandera and Burleigh (2005, p. 96), when a syllable is unstressed, the whole syllable can be elided,
especially before or after a stressed syllable, particularly when the elided syllable contains a consonant that is
repeated in the following syllable.

- Particularly /pa.tik.ju.la.li/ — /pa.tik.ju.li/. In this word the syllable /15/ is elided.
- Probably /prp.ba.bli/ — /pro.bli/. In this word the syllable /ba/ is elided.

- February /feb.ru.or.i/ — /feb.or.i/. In this word the syllable /ru/ is elided

- Literary /lit.ar.or.i/ — /lit.ar.i/. In this word the syllable /ar/ is elided.

- Library /lai.bror.i/ — /lai.bri/. In the second syllable /ro/ is elided and the number of syllables is reduced
from three to two.

2.2 Historical Elision

Historical elision refers to the omission of consonants in some words from clusters forever in speech though the
matching letters still occur in the spelling (Skandera & Burleigh, 2005, p. 95; Collins & Mees, 2013, p. 123):

- Know /nav/

- Comb /kovm/

- Whistle /wis.]/

- Wrong /roy/

- Knight /nait/

- Listen /lis.an/

3. Elision in Kurdish

There are 37 letters in Kurdish which are classified into 29 consonants and 8 vowels. Each letter, in Kurdish,
represents the same phoneme as everywhere else. For instance, the phoneme /f/ is only represented by the letter
‘s’. In contrast, in English, the same phoneme may be represented by different letters or by the combination of
different letters. For instance, phoneme /f/ can be represented by ‘s+h’ as in ‘she’, ‘-tion’ as in ‘nation’, ‘s+u’ as
in ‘sugar’, ‘cth’ as in ‘machine’. There are two types of elision in Kurdish: consonants and vowels.

3.1 Elision of Consonants
The elision of consonants is very common in Kurdish. The following types of elision are the most common ones:
3.1.1 Elision of Glottal Plosive /?/

The elision of /?/ is found in Kurdish. In contrast, the elision of /?/ does not exist in English. To Xosnaw (2013,
p. 83), /?/ is elided in the initial position of the second element of a compound word:

- Mast /mest/ + ’aw /2w / — /maestew/ ‘yogurt water’
- Gul'/guV + 2aw /Pew/ — /gulew/ ‘rosewater’

Ali (2015, p. 126) claims that /?/ is elided in initial position of a word, if the prefix ‘-le’ or ‘-be’ is added to the
word:

- -le/la/ +2ewé /?we/ — /lowe/ ‘over there’

- -be/ba/ +’ew /?w/ — /baw/ ‘to him/her’

3.1.2 Elision of Bilabial Plosive /b/

/b/ can be elided, in a complex verb, which indicates commanding.
- Rabke /Raebka/ — /Raka/ ‘run’

- Helbgre /hotbgro/ — /hotgra / ‘carry’

- dabnise /dabnifo/ — /denifo/ ‘sit’ (Ali, 2015, p. 119)

Moreover, according to him (ibid), /b/ can be elided from transitive verbs in conditional present perfect tense and
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past perfect tense:

- Bimkirdbaye /bim.kird.be.jo/ — /bim.kir.de.jo/ ‘If | have done,’

- BimkirdbGbaye /bim.kird.bu:.ba.jo/ — /bim.kird.bu:.aj.o/ ‘If I had done,’

- Bimxwardbaye /bim.xwerd.bae.jo/ — /bim.xweer.de.jo/ ‘If | have eaten,’

- Bimxwardblbaye /bim.xwerd.bu:.ba.jo/ — /bim.xwerd.bu:.aj.o/ ‘If I had eaten,’
- Bimgutbaye /bim.gut.ba.jo/ — /bim.gu.te.jo/ ‘If I have said’

- Bimgutbibaye /bim.gut.bu:.bae.jo/ — /bim.gut.bu:.ej.o/ ‘If [ had said’

3.1.3 Elision of Alveolar Plosive /t/

/t/ is usually elided in the final position of a word which is preceded by /s/, /w/ or /[/.

- Dest/dast/ — /das/ ‘hand’

- Mebest /mobast/ — /mabas/ ‘purpose’

- Padagt /pedae(t/ — /pedxf/ ‘present (n)’

- lyadast /jedz(t/ — /jedaf/ ‘recommendation’ (Salih, 2012, p. 74)

Whenever a word of final position /t/ is combined with another word, /t/ can be elided in the first word.
- Dest /dost/+kewt /kowt/ — /doskowt/ ‘achievement’

- Set /sot/+hezar /hozeer/ — /sohozaer/ ‘One hundred thousand’ (Salih, 2012, p. 75)

Moreover, according to Ali (2015, pp. 127—-129), in the inflectional morphemes ‘-at’ or ‘-ét’ (for third singular
person) and ‘-it’ or ‘-t’ (for second singular person), /-t/ can be elided, too.

- Dexwat /doxwaet/ — /doxwa/ ‘He/she/it eats’
- Decét /doffet/ — /dotfe/ ‘He/she goes’

- Degit /doffit/ — /daffi/ “You goe’

3.1.4 Elision of Alveolar Plosive /d/

In Central Kurdish, /d/ is the most elided phoneme, especially in Sulaymaniyah (it is a major city located in the
South of Kurdistan). Elision of /d/ is found in initial positions of words, medial positions, and in the final
positions of words.

Initial position:

- Ddan /d(1)den/ — /deen/ ‘teeth’

Medial position:

- Padsa /ped.fe/ — /pe. &/ king’

- Mindal /mmn.del/ — /mr.nal ‘child’

- Xuda /xvde/ — /xwae/ ‘God’

- Madde /mad.do/ — /mae.do/ ‘substance’

Final position:

- Dol'emend /dp.to.moand/ — /dp.to.mon/ ‘rich’

- Cend /fond/ — /tfon/ ‘how many/ how much’

- Pesend /pasond/ — /pason/ ‘acceptance’

- Bekdad /boy.ded/ — /boy.de/ ‘Baghdad’ (Salih, 2012, pp. 71-72)
To Ali (2015, pp. 122—123), in the consonant cluster /n/+ /d/, /d/ is elided.
- Cewender /fowondor/ — /fowanar/ ‘beet’

- ,efendi /ofondi/ — /ofani/ ‘sir’

Moreover, to him (2015, pp. 123—-124), a word of initial position of /ba/ or /lo/ and final position of /de/, /d/ is
elided in the cluster /dee/ whenever /d/ is preceded by a consonant sound.

- Lehawinda /lshewinda/ — /loh&wina/ ‘in Summer’
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- Lexomda /loxpomda/ — /loxoma/ ‘to myself’
- beseriyanda /boserijenda/ — /baserijena/ ‘over them’

Salih (2012, p. 74) states that /d/ can be elided from numbers having finial position of /ds/ except in ‘de’ /do/
(ten), ‘cwarde’ /fwerda/ ‘fourteen’ and ‘hejde’ /hazdo/ ‘eighteen’:

- Yazde /jeezds/ — /jezo/ ‘eleven’

- Dwazde /dwazdo/ — /dwaezo/ ‘twelve’

- Sézde /sezdo/ — /seza/ ‘thirteen’

- Pazde /pezdo/ — /pazo/ ‘fifteen’

- Sazde /fezds/ — /[®za/ ‘sixteen’

3.1.5 Elision of Velar Plosive /k/

Xosnaw (2013, p. 88) claims that /k/ can be omitted in the following situations:
1) /k/, in the inflectional indefinite article ‘-ek’, ‘-&k’ or ‘-jek’, is omitted:

- Kig /kif/ + -€k /ek/ — /kife/ ‘a girl’

- Goze /goza/ + -jek /jok/ — /gpnzojo/ ‘a clay jar’

2) When a word of final position /k/ is combined with another word having /k/ or /b/ as initial position, /k/ is
omitted in the first word and a compound word is formed:

- Pak /pak/+ krdin /k(1)rdin/ — /paek(r)rdm/ ‘to clean’
- Cak /ffzk/+ krdin /k(t)rdin/ — /fek(n)rdin/ ‘to mend’
- Cak /ffk/+bin /bu:n/ — /fabu:n/ ‘to be on the mend’

3) /k/ in final position of ‘kak’ ‘(Mr’ can be elided whenever it is combined with a name of a person to form a
compound word:

- Kak /kek/ + Ali /Sli/ — /kaSli/ ‘Mr Ali’

- Kak /kaek/ + Hassan /hason/ — /keehason/ ‘Mr Hassan’

3.1.6 Elision of Glottal Fricative /h/

When /b/ in initial position of a verb is attached by a prefix or combined with another word, /h/ can be elided:
- Hel- /hat/+ hat /haet/ — /hateet/ ‘he/she escaped’

- b-/b(1)/+ héne /hena/ — /bena/ ‘bring’

- Roj/Rp3z/ + helat /hotet/ — /Ro3zotet/ ‘East (n.)/ ‘sun rose’ (Ali, 2015, p. 125)

To Xosnaw (2013, p. 86), /h/ can be elided in the initial position of words whenever it is followed by /v/ or /o/:
- Hurd /hord/ — /ord/ ‘tiny’

- Huf /huR/ — /oR/ ‘slow-witted’

- Hosiyar /hofiar/ — /ufiar/ ‘cautious (adj)/ Hoshiar (n)’ (/h/ is elided and /o/ is changed to /v/)

3.1.7 Elision of Velar Fricative /x/

/x/ is a velar fricative sound that is voiceless. This phoneme is found in Kurdish but not in English. /x/ in the
final position of the word ‘Séx’ ‘Sheikh’ is elided whenever the following word has initial /m/, /9/, /b/ or /q/. The
word ‘Séx’ is used as a nickname with the name of persons.

- Séx /fex/ + Mahmud /mohmud/ — /femshmuod/ ‘Sheikh Mahmud’
- Séx/fex/+ Ali /€1i/ — /fe€li/ ‘Sheikh Ali’ (Ali, 2015, p. 127)
3.1.8 Miscellaneous Types of Elision

Dizey, Mahammad and Salih (2013, pp. 126—134) identify different types of elision of consonant sounds.
According to them, the following types of elisions are found in Kurdish but they are less common than the other
types mentioned above. Furthermore, they are not governed by any rules and they are only found with some
specific examples:

1) Elision of post-alveolar fricative /[/

81



ijel.ccsenet.org International Journal of English Linguistics Vol. 11, No. 1; 2021

- Frostin /froftin/ — frotin /frotin/ ‘selling’
- Réstin /Reftmn/ — /Retm/ ‘spilling’
2) Elision of palatal approximant /j/

If a word ends with /i/, /j/ can be elided after the addition of inflection morpheme ‘-y’ (it is used for third singular
person).

- Kifi /kiRi/ + y /j/ = kifly /kiRij/— /kiRi/ ‘he/she bought’

- Fifi /fiRV/ +y /j/ = fifly /fiRij/— /fiRi/ ‘he/she/it flew’

3) Elision of post-alveolar approximant /r/

- pirsiyar /pirs.jeer/ — /pis.jer/ ‘question’

4) Elision of post-alveolar fricative /3/

- Niwefoj /niwofpz/ — /niwafp/ ‘noon’

5) Elision of alveolar nasal /n/

The sequence of /nn/ at the boundaries of words is reduced to /n/:

- Bal'€n /baten/+ name /neemo/ = bal'énname /ba.ten.ne.ma/ — /ba.te.ne.mo/ ‘bond’
3.2 Elision of a Whole Syllable

Xosnaw (2013, pp. 89-90) identifies three types of elisions of a whole syllable:

1) Elision of /?4/:

/?9/ can be elided from the pronouns which are concerned as a part of the whole word:
- emin /23.mm/ — /min/ ‘T’

- .eto /29.to/ — /to/ “You’

Also, /?a/ can be elided from the initial words which are borrowed from Arabic:

- .emir /29.mir/ — /mir/ ‘Prince’

2) Elision of /?a/:

/?e/ is elided at the boundaries of compound words:

- Ga/gae/+ ,asin /?x.sm/ = /gae.22e.sm/ — /gaesm/ ‘plough’

3) Elision of /be/:

/bae/ is elided in conditional past perfect tense with intransitive verbs:

- Bifostibibamaye /br.fos.tr.bu:.be.ma.jo/ — /br.ivs.t.bu:.ma.jo/ ‘If I had gone,’

- Bihatibibamaye /br.he.tr.bu:. bee.me.jo/ — /br.he.tr.bu:.mae.jo/ ‘If I had come,’
To Ali (2015, pp. 119—120), /ba/ can be omitted in conditional present perfect tense from intransitive verbs:
- Bicubamaye /br.fuv.bze.ma.jo/ — /br.fv.me.jo/ ‘If I have gone,’

- Binustbamaye /br.nust.bae.ma.jo/ — /br.nus(t).me.jo/ ‘If I have slept,’

3.3 Elision of Vowels

Elision of /o/ in Kurdish, like in English, is very common. It is most elided vowel sound. When the definite
inflectional morpheme ‘-eke’/ako/ ‘the’ is attached to a noun having an initial position of /a/, /ae/, /v/ or /e/, the
initial /o/ is elided from ‘-eke’:

- Hewa /howee/ + -eke /oko/= /howaka/ ‘The air’
- Bira /biree/ + -eke /aka/= /bireka/ ‘The brother’
- Suse /[ufo/ + -eke /ako/= /[ufoka/ ‘The glass’

- Ceqo /ffaqn/ + -eke /ako/=/foqpka/ ‘The knife’

- Tiré /tire/ + -eke /ako/=/tireko/ ‘The grape’ (Salih, 2012, pp. 75-76; Dizey, Mahammad, & Salih, 2013, p.
131)

Xosnaw (2013, p. 81) explains three common situations in which /o/ is elided in the final position of a noun as in
(1) and (2), or in a verb stem as in (3) when:
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1) Indefinite inflectional morpheme ‘-ek’ /ok/ ‘a/an’ is attached to the noun:

- Name /n&ma/ + -ek /ok/= nameke /naemok/ ‘A letter’

2) Plural inflectional morpheme ‘-an’ /&en/ (pluras -s) is attached to the noun:

- Xende /xanda/ + -an /&n/= xendan /xondean/ ‘smiles’

3) The suffix ‘-@ndn’ is attached to an intransitive verb stem and it changes it to infinitive:
- Nale (groan (n.)) /nete/+ -andin /@ndm/= nal'andin /naetendm/ ‘to groan

4. Conclusion

The following conclusions have been made from the study related to different types of elision in English and
Kurdish:

1) Elision is useful for simplifying complex cluster of consonant sounds in both onset and coda.

2) Elision is useful and helpful for both native and non-native speakers for speaking more fluently and easily.
3) Elision is found in both onset and coda, but it is more common in the coda.

4) Elision is found in both English and Kurdish, but it is more pervasive in English.

5) Elision occurs in rapid speech.

6) Elision occurs within single words and at the boundaries of words, but it is more common at the boundaries of
words.

7) Elision can be found at the beginning of words, in the middle of words, and at the end of words.
8) Elision in consonant sounds is more common than vowel sounds.
9) Plosive and fricative sounds are the most elided consonant sounds in English.

10) In English and Kurdish, the consonant sounds /t/ and /d/ are the most elided sounds, but in vowels /o/ is the
most elided sound.

11) Historically elision is more common in onset than in coda, but in the present-day elision is more common in
the coda.
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Appendix A

Kurdish phonemic symbols for consonants sounds
p/ pet /parR/  ‘paper’
/b/ bon /bon/ ‘smell’

1t/ tak  /tek/ ‘odd’

/d/ dar /dar/ ‘tree’

/k/ ker /kor/ ‘donkey’
g/ gerim /gormm/ ‘hot’

/q/ qul’ /quV/ ‘deep’

/1?/ ,eme /?ma/ ‘this’

/] fefis /foR1f/ ‘carpet’

A7 véla /vela/ ‘villa’

/s/ ser /sor/ ‘head’

/z/ zar /zeer/ ‘mouth’

I/ sar /fer/ ‘city’

/3/ jiyan /3lan/ ‘life’

/x/ xew /xow/ ‘sleep’

N/ Xaz /y®xz/ ‘gas’

b/ hekem /hokomy/ ‘judge’
8/ *elaq /Solag/ ‘barber’
/h/ héz /hez/ ‘power’

7 Ciwar /Ciweer/ ‘four’
n lar /ler/ ‘slope’

&3/ cil /dzi:l/ ‘generation’
N Pal' /tel/ ‘dumb’

/m/ mar /mar/ ‘snake’

/n/ nan /nen/ ‘bread’

It/ pare /pars/ ‘money’
/R/ fubar /Rubaer/ ‘river’
W/ wise /wifo/ ‘word’

il yar /jer/ ‘lover’
Appendix B

Kurdish phonemic symbols for vowel sounds
/i:/ sir /fi:r/ ‘milk’

/i/ birdi /birdi/ ‘he took’

n xiwardin /xrwaerdm/ ‘eating’
le/ xér /xer/ ‘charity’

/af derga /dorgae/ ‘door’
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/a:/ kar /ka:r/ ‘job’

v/ kun /kon/ ‘hole’

h/ niisin /nu:si:n/ ‘writing’
/o/ kon /kon/ ‘old’
Copyrights

Copyright for this article is retained by the author, with first publication rights granted to the journal.

This is an open-access article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution
license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

85



