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Abstract

Genre analysis of texts has always been significant. The current study aimed at investigating intertextuality
considering cultural variations and differences in students’ discourse communities. Social studies, philosophy, and
biology were chosen as the representatives of social sciences, humanities and sciences. Tehran University, one of
the most prominent and oldest universities in Iran, was chosen as the source of the theses. From each discipline,
eight theses were chosen randomly and the organization of the introductions was analyzed according to Samraj’s
revised model of Swales (2008). Next, a comparativeand contrastive analysis was performed between the results
obtained from this study and the ones obtained from Samraj’s (2008). The results indicated that social studies and
biology introductions were quite similar and followed the traditional format of thesis writing whereas philosophy
introductions were different as they had a more topic-based structure.

Keywords: genre analysis, intertextuality
1. Introduction
1.1 Genre and Genre Analysisin Brief

The word Genre means a particular type of art, writing, music etc., which has certain features that all examples
of this type share (Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English, 2008). The term has a wide usage in rhetoric,
media, theory, and even education (especially linguistics) to refer to a special kind of text. According to Connor
(1996), genres are not static, homogenous texts but truly dynamic and vibrant. Based on what Bakhtin (1986)
proposed, texts have ordered and unified forms (as we can see that stories have structures); they are also
“intertextual”, which means texts need other sources to rely on. Therefore, intertextuality, which is shaping the
meaning of a text by referring to other texts, plays a key role in completing the meaning of a text and resulting
the meaning of the context.

The definitions of the concepts of “genre” in genre analysis (Swales, 1990) and “culture” in intercultural
contrastive rhetoric (Connor, 1996) have evolved since they were first presented.

According to Bhatia (1993, cited in Tench, 2003), genre analysis is the study of situated linguistic behavior in
institutionalized academic or professional settings which has four main features:

1) Genre analysis shows a genuine interest in the use of language to achieve communicative goals. Therefore, it
is not an extension of linguistic formalism.

2) Genre analysis does not represent a static description of language use but gives a dynamic explanation of the
way expert users of language manipulate generic conventions to achieve a variety of complex goals. In fact, it
combines the advantages of sociolinguistics perspective with those of cognitive perspective.

3) It is primarily motivated by applied linguistics concerns, especially language teaching at different levels.

4) It is narrow in focus but wide in vision, which allows it to focus on specific differentiation in language use at
various levels of generality.

According to Bhatia (2002), genre analysis is a means to understanding the realities of the world of the texts and
as he states, the world we experience is both complex and dynamic. Its complexity is due to the existence of
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various textsof different types and these texts often serve overlapping and conflicting communicative aims. He
noted that genre analysis has three prominent frameworks:

1) Corpus Studies — the computational analysis of language
2) Textual Analysis — linguistic descriptions of texts
3) Critical and ethnographic analysis — interviews and case studies

Paltridge (2001) argues that genres need to be considered not as patterns of texts in isolation but in relation to the
context of production and interpretation and to the aims and assumptions of particular discourse communities.

According to Berkenkotter and Huckin (1995, cited in Bhatia 2002), genre knowledge is a form of situated
cognition and it is inseparable from writer’s socialand procedural knowledge. Therefore it is essential for the
learners to acquire genre knowledge, procedural knowledge, and social knowledge in order to become better
writers. Thus, the significance of genre analysis becomes obvious as it is necessary in analyzing the texts
(specially formal and academic ones), and for finding remedies to overcome structural weaknesses in writing.

1.2 Swales CARS Model and Its 2008 Version

CARS means Create a Research Space (Swales, 1990). According to one research conducted by Swales years
before putting his model forward, he found that most of the theses he examined contained four rhetorical moves
which enable a scientist create a research space in his work.

Swales’ (1990) Create a Research Space model has been deeply influencing in analyzing research and academic
texts. The model that Swales offered in 1990 is in fact a revised version of his own model which was offered in
1981. In the 1990 version of the CARS Model, Swales accentuated some aspects of the model such as ecological
analogy that is a part of community psychology. Community psychology is the study of the individuals' contexts
within communities and the wider society and the relationships of the individual to communities and society.
Swales (1990) argues that ecological analogy captures a number of characteristics of the research article
introductions: the need to re-establish in the eyes of the discourse community the significance of the research
field itself: the need to “situate” the actual research in terms of that significance; and the need to show how this
niche in the wider ecosystem will be occupied and defended. It follows that the amount of rhetorical work
needed to create such a space depends on the existing ecological competition, on the size and importance of the
niche established, and on various other factors such as the writer’s reputation.

Move 1: Establishing a territory Step 1 Claiming centrality and/or
Step 2 Making topic generalization(s) and/or
Step 3 Reviewing items of previous research

Mowve 2: Establishing a niche Step 1A Counter-claiming or
Step 1B Indicating a gap or
Step 1C Question-raising or
Step 1D Continuing a tradition

Move 3: Occupying the niche Step 1A Outlining purposes or
Step 1B Announcing present research
Step 2 Announcing principal findings
Step 3 Indicating RA structure

Figure 1. CARS model (Swales, 1990)

1.2.1 The 2008 Version of the CARS Model

In her article (2008), Samraj revised Swales’ CARS model once more. The first step in the first move is called
claim centrality which mentions the significance of the subject and is of two types: importance of the subject in
real world and importance in research. As the next step, the author presents a review of literature, which is a
reference to other research studies conducted about the same subject or topic generalizations as she had included
it in her previous model.

The next move begins with indicating a gap/ question in the research, followed by indicating a problem in real
world. These two steps describe the inadequacies of the previous researches, the question that is not answered in
previous researches, or a problem that exists in the world and has not been discussed. The last step is positive
justification which she had included it in the previous model. It serves as a part which shows the positive aspects

149



www.ccsenet.org/elt English Language Teaching Vol. 6, No. 11; 2013

of the current study:.

The third move begins with stating the goals/ argument of thesis. The authors statetheir aim in conducting the
research. Next step is called “background”. Regarding the definition of background, Samraj (2008) states that, in
some cases, the hypotheses being tested by the study are only listed after this site/species (background)
description. This step then enables a further specification of the goals of the study reported. It should be noted
that this background discussion is analyzed as part of the introduction rather than a separate literature review
because this discussion ends with a return to a crucial step of the third move, namely, stating the goals of the
study in more specific terms.

Samraj (2008) also adds that “Often, after a statement of the purpose or goals of the thesis, there is a long
exposition on the species or site that is the focus of the study. In these discussions the student writers appear to
be displaying their knowledge of the field through numerous references to the literature. Components of the
epistemic world such as the researcher and research procedures (MacDonald, 1994) are not foregrounded as
sentence subjects in these descriptions. Rather, the actual phenomenon being studied is the focus of the
discussion”.

The next step is presenting the hypotheses, as exists in her previous model, followed by the presentation of the
results which announces the principle outcomes of the thesis. The last step to be mentioned is previewing the
organization of ideas (previously called “outlining the structure of the paper”) in which the author explains what
other chapters are going to talk about. These steps form the theoretical structure of a thesis; however, writers
may not include some parts in their thesis writing. A summary of this model is as follows:

Move 1
Claim centrality
—importance in real world
—importance in research
Review literature or present topic generalizations

Move 2

Indicate a gap/question in research
Indicate problem in the real world
Positive justification

Move 3

State goals/argument of thesis
Background

Present hypotheses

Present results

Preview organization of thesis

Figure 2. The 2008 version of Swales’ CARS model

The research questions to be answered regarding this article are:

1) Are there any differences among Iranian students from various fields of study regarding their theses overall
organizations?

2) Do Iranian master students and their American counterparts (from the research conducted by Samraj, 2008)
differ from one another in applying patterns to their introductions?
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2. Methodology
2.1 Materials

The data of this study comprised a corpus of twenty four randomly selected master’s theses produced at Tehran
University in Iran between the years 2001 and 2011, and every eight theses were selected from a different field
of study including philosophy, biology and social studies. The theses were chosen as examples of the science
(Biology), social sciences (Social Studies), and humanities (Philosophy) and the aim was to compare the results
obtained from this study with the results provided by Samraj (2008) as both of the studies investigated the same
discourse communities. The selection of the theses was quite random. The number of theses chosen from each
year is summarized in the table below:

Table 1. The frequency of the chose theses from the corpus

Philosophy = Biology  Social Studies  Total

2001 XX X 3
2002 X 0
2003 X XX X 5
2004 X X XX 4
2005 X XX XX 5
2006 X 1
2007 X XXX 4
2008 X 1
2009 0
2010 0
2011 X 1
Total 8 8 8 24

The rationale behind choosing Tehran University among many other options available to the researcher was that
it is the oldest and one of the best universities in Iran and compared to other universities in Iran. Regarding the
world ranking, this university was a good choice to be compared with one of the largest state universities in
America, from which Samraj (2008) had obtained her data.In her study, Samraj (2008) did not mention a special
year in choosing her corpus, so the factor of time was not significant in this comparative study; however, the
current of study is limited to the years 2001 to 2011in order to have a recent data.

2.2 Procedure
The following procedures were used to answer the research questions of this study:

1) The theses introductions were analyzed in terms of structure, using Samraj’s revised model of Swales’ CARS
model (2008).

2) Iranian Graduate Students’ Theses Introductions were compared with each other to find out the similarities
and differences among them as they belonged to various discourse communities and disciplines.

3) Finally the results obtained from this study were compared with the results provided by Samraj (2008) to find
out the similarities and differences between Iran Graduate Students and their English counterparts.

2.2.1 The Analysis of the Introduction Structure
Analyzing the introduction can be shown as what follows:
Move 1

1) The claim centrality was investigated based on the two aspects of importance in the world and importance in
research.

2) The literature review from previous researches or topic generalizations were checked to be presented.
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Move 2

3) The body of the texts was scrutinized to check the existence of a gap or question in research.

4) Just like the above step, the indication of a problem in the real world was checked out.

5) Positive justification was investigated.

Move 3

6) The introductions were investigated to see if there were any statements of the goals or arguments.

7) The background, which according to Samraj (2008) is a step that enables a further specification of the goals of
the study reported, was checked.

8) The availability of the hypotheses in the body of the introductions was checked.
9) The texts were investigated to see if the author presented the results of the research or not.

10) Finally the organization of ideas preview, where the researcher mentions what he is going to do in the
following chapters, was checked out.

3. Data Analysis and Results
3.1 Overall Organization

The macro  structure of the biology and social studies  generally  follows  the
Introduction-Method-Results-Discussion (IMRD) structure of a research article (Swales, 1990, cited in Samraj
2008). Philosophy theses introductions were different from the introductions of biology and social studies as the
biology and social studies introductions had the classical format of theses writing but the macro structure of
philosophy theses was somewhat different. The theses began with the introduction which gave information on
the problem and described the philosophical issue related to the real world, resulting in a structure that is called
“topic-based research” by Paltridge (2002, cited in Samraj 2008).All of the philosophy theses had the
introduction section before chapter one which was called the general section. The first chapter was dedicated to
the definitions and the general points related to the research. There were no sections titled as “literature reviews”
in the structure of the philosophy theses but the next three chapters described different parts of the issue and
served as “sub-topics”. The final chapter was about the conclusion and final comments of the writer.

In biology theses, the macro structure of the theses was traditional which means they had an introduction, the
review of the literature (except two of them that had a descriptive section related to the entity being tested),
methodology, data analysis and results, and finally discussions, conclusions and implications (one thesis did not
contain any implications and recommendations for further researches).

The social studies these were more akin to the biology and biotechnology theses. However, they had some
sections and each section had several chapters. The sections were like the chapters in biology and biotechnology
theses. One of the theses had the conclusion in the final chapter of the last section. Two of the theses did not have
any implications and suggestions for further researches.

3.2 Structure of Introductions
3.2.1 Philosophy Introductions

Two of the introductions contained claim centrality and mentioned the importance of the topic in the real world
but not in research:

Persian Statement English Translation

AR S 23 30 (Si) aal s ) s 2 i€ 33AJ4ils 1 1. The philosophy of Kant’s morality has affected
AL e Cued) Nila o) 4G 4S Cwd people’s lives in many societieswhich is a significant
point.

) 3 gedia il (K1) )2l s skl 2gascuaal 2 2. The significance of the myths is evident in the lives
of Greek people.
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Regarding the review of the literature, 3 of the introductions referred to previous researches as a ground for their

own researches:

Persian Statement

English Translation

1) sl 4808 4S8 aif sala LI atie ) ) 5o J8 s oy )
,m\aﬁﬁ)ﬁ\ﬁ&y@u\@\};JﬁaJ\w

4 dlaiing A 6l ol LY 4K Clalas s Y
A 025 )9 0y alal (yl s

252 50 (sla b ()50l 48 R ) om Cliiat (3 pydn 23
B \J@ﬁhﬁ@u&ﬁﬁé&éﬁjwﬁmew
u.w\da;

1. Previous investigations have shown that Spinoza’s
philosophy has always been a topic of discussion in
human societies.

2. According to the previous research studies
conducted in this realm, some research studies have
ventured to interpret these complex concepts.

3. As a result of some research studies conducted about
the available philosophies, it has turned out that the
word “existence” has even had various philosophical
interpretations.

In the second move, one of the introductions contained a gap in research:

Persian Statement

English Translation

G )0 (SR g 548 Qe 5 (N A Al ) ) (RS
).\...u.\.ﬁ":"w JERY] Y] 9 3.15;.1: 5 Ay J\:u‘\_l\g 53 Qyﬁé‘)é Lg\‘)._l Ll 4.\5‘)§

Ll

Research studies have been conducted regarding the
being and the within, the second of which does not
exist by itself but for understanding the decuple
category, more investigations and interpretations are

required.

One of the introductions indicated a problem in the real world:

Persian Statement

English Translation

3 Oe s el 55l malsa (A 3 (s ) B
S 02 (50l ) Aa o oy Ll 43dly 2 g g LES)

Aristotelian viewpoint still existsamong special groups
of people in some countries such as Greece but less
attention has been paid to it.

However, none of the introductions contained a positive justification. In the third move, all of the theses stated

goals/ argument of the thesis:

Persian Statement

English Translation

Olisp 4dudd 50 la o) ghad EEY g0 (Bisd Gl ) (e a8 ]
AL e g saimge (il Osalm s sleallan u )

O 8 (555 pal malsa 50 A0 5 ilS  EMA) Adndd ey 30 2
AL (e (B8

oy Akl 2 e e 5 sale A (ou o Gia () i 3
Adle SY gla S aul)

A aialie ULl (S 3 (sl Cand o0 sSida o) o sllae 4
shee GnSa 5 )8

o8y ) Cumll s 5 5 pea G sl ) oy 1 4 4l 5
2 ;\J o _’LMJ\

K PN G Ve N VIS I - W PSR R ve-x | ) R OX & W R T KV
AL e g JleS 4 Qs 5 4

Jamﬁusduuj\é,éaj@;m@jhﬁum}sw\Qu 7
AL (e Cusas gL

A3 on La | s

1. My aim of this research is to investigate the role of
myths in the philosophy of Greece also modern
viewpoints related to this issue.

2. Investigating Kant’s morality philosophy and its
effect on today’s societies is the aim of this research.

3. The aim of this research is to investigate the
material and non-material substance in the ideas of
John Locke (the father of liberalism).

4. The aim of this investigation is to understand the
relationship between the ethical implications of Quran
and practical wisdom.

5. This thesis investigates the relationship between
necessity and reality in Aristotle’s philosophy.

6. The aim of this thesis is to prove the role of these
prominent philosophers in creating a ground for
reaching the perfect topic.

7. The aim of this thesis is having an exact and correct
interpretation from the meaning of the word
“philosophy” in the beginning of Christianity.

8. The aim of this research is to understand the
meaning of God and soul which Spinoza means.
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None of the theses included any backgrounds, hypotheses, and results,

Two of the theses contained thesis organization preview:

Persian Statement

English Translation

DA 1 as) A CaeSa et o) ) o e A T slelad 0 ]

iy G lelial 5y Juadi 4y e 2 5 sle a2 2
A% val A

1. In the following chapters, I will investigate various
definitions of wisdom.

2. The two materials and non-material substance will
be discussed thoroughly in the following chapters.

3.2.2 Biology Introductions

Regarding the claim centrality, three of the theses mentioned the importance of the subject in the real world:

Persian Statement

English Translation

drala )3 ege (81 358 (e (YL Bl Db 158 e ) 1

Sl aA)S \A..g:\
s S) AR a 50 age G 4 5lSeS Gl (S lee S 2
Al aea  Kai dilaie

1. Canola oil has gained_a significant role in the
society due to its high nutritious characteristics.

2. The worms of Kohgiluye have a significant role in
the ecosystem cycle of their living zone.

Three of the theses mentioned the importance of the subject in research:

Persian Statement

English Translation

Ca ) Cunaal s oo 53 s 43 Gl s (sleSin j3 4allas ]
ol Cuas) il asad Blad Ll Jasa

il A Xy e il e Ghg ) ) Oselon G g 4alllas 2
Sl Cunaal g b (0 6 5 s ) AS 3 g (i AS

al%an ol 1S ga (sla ey (i 0 Jid o gainge () Cuan) 3

1. The study of the Persian Gulf crabs is scientifically
of great importance due to their variety and
environmental significance.

2. Studying and researching this method can result in
an increase in the quality of the rice and is of great
importance in terms of research.

3. The significance of this topic is due to the
investigation of the molecular responses of the plant at

the time of natural tensions which affects the quality of
product.

Four of the introductions contained literature reviews / topic generalizations:

Persian Statement

English Translation

Gl 5 oN S Dlha 4 (o 0% ol b Ol Gl (Sae ]

Al
Ohaila o)) Cusd) Gisa 302006 Jls 5 siaas daldas SO 2
0SB as e ol 3 1) e

iy Ll ad ke o iy B8y w6l s 8 Jw 3
S8y il ge Ja) pd Cud same

Goosd 0 ) s gleds) i urige pdlls Ju 4

1. It might be possible to understand the inner
characteristics of the seed and its genes.

2. A more recent study in 2006 proved the significance
of theses sea creatures in this cycle.

3. Another model was offered for scrutinizing the
seeds but it was not successful due to the limitations.

In recent years, Genetic Engineering has proposed new

02 ) e 5o (s G sul il 0 Ledl e slia ) slaie 4y LS

Sl ea S Mgiding

methods in manipulating the plants for their resistance
to the living and non-living stress.

Five of the introductions indicated a gap/question in research:

Persian Statement

English Translation

IR O ey Cunlia 43y )0 Sl (S50 Caaglia ]
Sl 0 () 3 O ) 51U
A1) (S 4 ey )5 e SIS Ul AS il sl I ol 2

€ L Ol e

)R a0 Gle i eyl daely 2l 8 e sl 4a 8 Glaa Ul 3
Skl ) (o X5

eSan 3 ol ame Cay ) ) aala w5 ol p A 4
o) 4G ) ) e

1. Helicobacter molecular resistance in digesting sick
allergy has not been investigated much so far.

2. The question is that whether the Kinas can stop the
response to drought in wheat or no?

3. Can fibril characteristics cause within- species
variety or they are not relevant?

4. No thorough sampling and investigation about the
environment of all thecrabs has been done.
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Two of the introductions indicated a problem in real world:

Persian Statement

English Translation

o e 0 ol asas aihie il 0 aS A€ ALS S ]
Ssdnal Ol 4 oen 5 Sl )

ililia S ISl (e il LSia &l 48 Cas S5 2
Muuujmﬁmual)h\dbjj

1. The crop vegetation which exists in this zoneis
losingand no attention is paid to it.

2. There is no doubt that these crabs are becoming
extinct as there are not enough facilities to protect

them which is an environmental issue.

Three of the introductions indicated the positive justification:

Persian Statement

English Translation

Ol GEsS o) ag i Jgane Cug® 0 0F Gl 2sa Cuaal ]
LA Cuwd

20 258 a1 5 S (ol oK pa aa e Sl o 5Y Lin D
SR G s el (IS Ol lan G2

23 L LS a8 Gl (6000 () 1 o 4o Biia Gl G5 i 3
AL 4551 235 sie SEA 4y oL euly (0 Sl i

1. The significance of the existence of this gene and its
capability to improve the product obliges the necessity
of this research.

2. It is indubitably necessary to investigate the
molecular resistance of this bacterium to accelerate the
cure of digestion sickness.

3. The necessity of this research comes from the
possible effect of the Kinas to stop the response of the
plant to drought.

In the third move, six of the introductions stated the goals of the research:

Persian Statement

English Translation

4 oty LS (J g0 Cuaglia (i Biiat () i L]
AL e Grmnla gy )3 S J g3l g sie (sla el gu il
Sl cledl)

o G ol ) w2

AslwpeucedanumsSds
D 4l leKin A e i gl dallae y (orw Ghiat Gyl 303
ol 025 Ll By Tl pb 5 )8 gald (50

glaa =St sl ~ga 513 Rligallas 4
AL (e (383 ol eal o o)) ) jaPoaceaeBromus L osis

Lol (oo sisnll 5 (SA slea S ool S e 5B w0 5

AL e 38T Gl Lol Caa

15 cDNA 033 O 55 (o0 Wl aragdy 4S Cunl (Bt Gl 5l e 6
o Lo SIS Gl il

1. The aim of this research is investigating the
molecular resistance of the Heliobacter pylori to
metronidazole and clarythromycin antibiotics.

2. The objective of this research is to investigate the
molecular information of the peucedanum complex.

3. This investigation attempts to study the taxonomy of
the crabs in the tidal zone of Persian Gulf and their
living conditions.

4. The taxonomy — Anatomy study of
speciesofPoaceaeBromus L is themain objective of
thisresearch.

5. Investigating the genetic diversity and the taxonomy
of these worms is the main objective of this research.

6. The aim of this research is to know whether we can
use the reservoir of cDNA in identifying Canola’s
genes or not.

Two of the introductions provided a background:

Persian Statement

English Translation

o b a4y Hlalg 1) Dol 48 Cuapliand odle (5550 ]
Al

5 Jsane (58 On ) Caely ) 5 A4S G jlen (K55 I8 2
EPPRLUIS

1. A mitogen isa chemical substance thatforces a cell
to start cell division

2. Stripe rust isa disease can cause significant loss to
wheat yield and grain quality

Two introductions presented a hypothesis:

Persian Statement

English Translation

o e S 5 JWE) 48 Gwdy) Gaad gl B ]
Ashada e eosb

e (lid s CDNA 05 Q03 48 Gasl () 3 = 2
Sydae i

1. The primary hypothesis of the research is that
transferring the chitinase gene can result in the panicle
fertility.

2. It is hypothesized that the cDNA gene reservoir can
result in the direct identification of the genes.
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However, surprisingly, none of them presented the results, but three of them previewed the organization of ideas:

Persian Statement

English Translation

O ) kil i 5 Peucedanum - 4 (S slebad 1]

RUENRRTIREI PN
Jpmb 0 L Sl ol 55, 48 8 ool il j1 3l a2
A5 ) R eala 8 S Gl (g a5 el 28l &

Jaad 41513 S 6 K a0 4 (abaid] a 50 Juad 3
\J @U}ezl.gédmé)aéhcﬂ ‘JQLJHLAJ]YQIA.I‘ a_,a.'aw
S e dilat g

1. The following chapters will investigate Peucedanum
and its environmental conditions.

2. A description of the experiments conducted on this
Helicobacter and the methodology of this research will
be presented in the following chapters.

3. Chapter two is dedicated to the detailed
investigation of Kinas map, the third chapter will
describe the methodology, and the fourth chapter
investigates and analyzes the results.

3.2.3 Social Studies Introductions

Having analyzed the first move of social studies theses, it became apparent that two of the introductions
contained a sentence regarding the significance of the topic in the real world:

Persian Statement

English Translation

5065 0e) palsa )3 AS Canl bl JSde U s 53 s S ]
) il 580 4y

Ay aS by ) dea g SOSEL G (SO gl (SESaA D
Al YL el

pac sy Mk g g aee dilie ) Gl als e 3

Cla

1. Teens Crime is a major problem which is increasing
in today’s societies.

2. Youth Suicide is one of the existing problems in the
world which has high statistic figures.

3. The cosmetic surgery issue is a significant and
popular issue in our current age.

Two of the introductions issued the importance of the topic in research:

Persian Statement

English Translation

1o Qb 55 sl 3l (i) D3 ke S)a el (Bea ol ]
LAY e i

peR k_\AL.\A J\ DJ‘}AA u\AJJ)B L)I\.._\LJ E) aJ\}J\A au) t_\A_tA 2
Y| 53 g1 &w l

1. The study shows the significance of our

understanding of the origin of the teens’ crime.

2. Family Welfare and comfort of children have always
been significant research topics.

Regarding the review literature, three theses had a reference to other researches:

Persian Statement

English Translation

A8 S Cuea Al (U5l 4AS a6 S WDle) patae A ]

0 el OOl a8 il ealy glis 8 s w0 2
L\u‘ad‘)sb:\gu&),.\;\dume‘)du@t\u})

38 s g RIS i 1) (oES3 A JYS cpline ) s e 3

1. Some researchers have announced that the reflection
of individual’s physical identity such as cosmetic nose
surgery is the result of a consuming society.

2. Previous investigations indicated that the villagers’
tendencies for urbanization have been intensified
during the recent years.

3. Many researchers noted that having a high amount

) aJ)S )SA

of wealth results in committing suicide.

Considering the second move, three of the introductions indicated a gap in research:

Persian Statement

English Translation

le Ml il jed Fiae G selym oad aladl culidad adleulic ]
ARG )y Baad Gl a3l g il eala Cay 4 (IS

W) L old ) ¢ e Ol (SBE Bl ) iy ks Bl 2
s ge Adta) Gl 0 (Al Ll ol sy ol iR (uass
S
ud‘).lyl.l‘)dwuis;u;ﬁ\ Bl admu\‘\s;\u\ad&b\‘;la3
L\m\ﬁd\diq@au‘}w‘)j& Ll ajla ol il eal

1. Unfortunately, the research studies conducted about
the issue of urbanization have not given us enough
informationand have obliged us to conduct this
research.

2. According to the previous theories, there is a close
relationship between the wealth of families and the
success of the girls at school but there are no exact
statistics related.

3. It is even claimed that using the Internet plays a key
role in increasing women’s confidence but no
researches have confirmed its truth yet.
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Three of the introductions indicated a real problem in the world:

Persian Statement

English Translation

G sLaie COSEL J5 iy dael el 4 e alee 4K () ]
Sl ol Gl Hels

(e 5 Sy €y gl elial S8 o 2
Sl 405K VL 50 daala o Ll

I3 W il ) ol il saldil W sal gl sl 0 3
Ll oadi L) e

1. Such immigrations to the cities have caused a lot of
problems for the burghers.

2. Sense of social alienation in young people has had a
deep impact on their life and coexistence quality.

3. In many families, the use of the Internet by women
has resulted in their husbands’ suspicion.

Regarding the positive justification, two of the introductions elaborated on the reason(s) why their research must

be conducted:

Persian Statement

English Translation

o}-ﬁeiéij 248 s, DhlA 4 lsadily (Ko judl g ]
O A Oselm 1 Gt cl a3l 5 Gl Gl a3 )18
ke L;J\).Lub\

ENEENUTS IBYPYS: B I AP N QU BN R )
8L e Bl aslst O ealiind 5 il sla

1. The issue of university students’ depression is
significant due to its effect on their lives and therefore,
it is necessary to hold this research to investigate the
reasons of this problem.

2. The significance of this research is due to the
increase in cosmetic surgery and use of makeup

products.

In the third move, six of the introductions stated their goals / arguments.

Persian Statement

English Translation

e an 4S al Jism ol 40 gl Bia3 ol e ]
AR e il U s e laial )5 )
byl ) el ilA eld) U ) dae Gl (B 5% () Cam D

Cand O iaa uass

Bl b G lsadiily (Ko judl o a8 Ll e cdlid 3

o2l alail leialen gl 5 dlo oy axlldas Gl Lol dids 4
AL e Pl A 4

e a8l eaiiud o )5l a5 O jae adail ) o 2 5
AL e 3 Gl sl 3 g pe COIS (o g iy i i)

) calaa) Ll gl )l Sl ealiiad 5 il slelae Slai) AY2 6
e Jald | 5815 daala (3as

1. The aim of this research is to find the factors
affecting the youth social isolation.

2. The objective of this investigation is to specify the
effect of Family Welfare on the educational
improvement of girls.

3. Recognizing the factors influencing the university
students’ depression is the aim of this study.

4- The main reason for this study is to investigate the
reasons and results of the immigrants’ movement to

Khorasan.

5. Investigating the relationship between the
gratification of women and their use of the World Wide
Web and also investigating the problems are the aims
of this research.

6. The reasons why people wear make ups or do
cosmetic surgeries are the aims of this sociological
research.

None of the introductions contained a background; however, three of them presented their hypotheses (one
hypothesis is mentioned in its own section without containing the word itself:

Persian Statement

English Translation

5 0 45 9 m eeinl 513 5 4 ol (ol e s i |
L e oaiy) ) Ll

) el sleles bl lal il 48 cadl () (San 2 62
Sl U g (el 4 Al ) 3 gaeS

Al &N ALJ\‘) u\,_v};ﬁu\é ‘;J‘)‘uﬂ\ L L.;’“'“ ‘;\A“.l 3

1. The research hypothesis is that the social isolation of
the youth is due to their fear from their future.

2. It is hypothesized that the main reason for
undergoing cosmetic surgery is youth’s weak
self-confidence.

3. Job Insecurity has a direct relationship with the
depression of the students.
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Only one thesis introduction presented the result:

Persian Statement English Translation

Croidn gplly dad 5 Sl 48 vias o Ul alals =05 ] 1. The obtained results show that parents’ occupations
A Ol ) se) (1 il ga (Sl gy S and facilities have had the most significant
psychological effect on children’s success.

Two of the theses previewed the organization of their ideas:

Persian Statement English Translation

A8 ) A Gy Juadiag L3S0 5A8 Jle (i gel jy T slelad 301 1. The reasons of suicide commitment will be
discussed in details in the following chapters.

e (s g Al p aial & 563 Jayl pl4g bl o glebad 30 2 2, In the following chapters, We will present the

S el A ) | Ana i a5 by (s current situation, and then we will investigate the
reasons of cosmetic surgery and the truth of the
hypothesis.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

The results are summarized in the table below. Three moves were analyzed in the research:

Table 2. Summary of the data obtained from Introduction Analysis

Philosophy Biology Social Studies
Move 1
Claim centrality 2 5 5
Importance in the real world 2 2 3
Importance in research 0 3 2
Review of Literature or present topic 3 4 3
generalizations
Move 2
Indicate a gap/question in research 1 4 3
Indicate a real problem in the world 1
Positive justification 0 3 2
Move 3
State goals/ arguments of thesis 8 6 6
Background 0 2 0
Present hypothesis 0 2 3
Present results 0 0 1
Preview organization of ideas 2 3 2

According to the analysis of the introductions and also based on the results, it became evident that the humanities
students (at least the participants in this research) preferred to dedicate their introduction to introduce the issue
and discuss the problems related to the main topic and investigate its different aspects. They applied fewer
citations but discussed their own points of view. However, science students were the ones who based their
introduction writings on a more traditional basis which is called the traditional format (Dudley-Evans, 1999,
cited in Samraj, 2008). Whenever they needed to give reference to previous studies, researches, and theories,
they had a citation to show that their own research is based on a logical framework.According to Hyland (2000,
cited in Samraj (2008), published texts are the most concrete realization of the social practices of academic
writing. Samraj (2008) stated that the master’s theses are not homogenous as the students belong to various
academic disciplines. The representatives of social sciences and science (social studies and biology) were more

158



www.ccsenet.org/elt English Language Teaching Vol. 6, No. 11; 2013

similar to each other as they both followed a more IMRD or traditional structure and the representative of
humanities (philosophy) was different as it followed a more topic-based organization.

Also the Iranian students and their American counterparts had the same patterns applied to their theses
introductions as in both cases, the representatives of humanities applied a topic- based organization whereas the
other two groups tended to follow a more traditional pattern.
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