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Abstract 

Located in the western border of the motherland, Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region used to be the hub of the 
ancient Silk Road. Known as Western Regions, it has created splendid multi-ethnic cultures with distinctive 
geographical features. With its multiple archeological resources, there are many exquisite historic relics 
unearthed here, which shocked the world, with woolen fabrics as the most characteristic and the earliest fabrics. 
Zagunluk Cemetery witnessed sufficient unearthed fabrics in quantities and types. This paper focuses on woolen 
clothing and accessories and their patterns unearthed in Zagunluk Cemetery, Qiemo County, Xinjiang Uyghur 
Autonomous Region. Zagunluke woolen clothing and accessories reflect the circumstances of evolving weaving 
technologies in ancient Xinjiang. These woolen clothing and accessories were daily necessities of ancestors of 
Zagunluk, witnessing their material and cultural life. This paper analyzes about 20 typical woolen clothes and 
accessories, attempting to find out the characteristics of woolen fabric patterns and their formation background. 
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1. Introduction 

Zagunluk Cemetery is Located in Gobi Desert at the west of Zagunluk Village, 5km away from Qiemo County in 
the southwest. It is so named because it is close to Zagunluk Village. 

The Cemetery are divided into two areas of south and north; there are many tombs in the south and the tombs 
there are more concentrated; there are relatively less toms in the north and are more scattered. A total of 167 
tombs have been excavated; a lot of wool fabrics were unearthed, dating from the 8th century BC to the 2nd 
century BC. 

By searching for information of woolen fabric unearthed in Zagunluk Cemetery, the author has sorted out 20 
pieces of woolen clothing, which may be dated from about 2800 years ago and in the same period with Zhou 
Dynasty. Production processes of woolen clothing unearthed in Zagunluk Cemetery are also abundant; besides 
weaving, there are printing and dyeing. There are different styles of woolen patterns precisely because of these 
different production processes. The main use of these woolen fabrics are for clothing, including uppers, skirts, 
trousers, hats, socks, scarves, etc. 

2. Woolen Clothing 

2.1 Clothing 

There are many kinds of woolen woven garments unearthed in Zagunluk Cemetery .The style of clothing may be 
thick, loosely fitting, heavy robes; light, thin, porous woolen gauze clothing; and woven skirt of various colors 
that are joined together. The woolen clothes that appear in this article are more complete, the style is also very 
clear. 

2.1.1 Uppers 

Basic styles of uppers unearthed in Zagunluk Cemetery: mainly cardigan and pullover, cardigan prevails. The 
following are a few uppers in good conditions. 

Brown woolen cloth robe (85QZM2:10). The length is 145 cm, the width is about 110-220 cm. The structure of 
the woolen fabric is twill weave; lower hem and neckline have purplish red weaved cording trim; front and cuff 
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2. Woolen clothing unearthed in Zagunluk Cemetery of different styles and varieties. These fabrics well reflect 
people’s wisdom at that time and high-level textile skills. 

3. Patterns of woolen fabrics are various; the patterns show aesthetic pursuit of people in daily life. These show 
that their rich regional and ethnic features and the diversity and creativity of its ancient culture. Because the 
woolen fabric unearthed is seriously incomplete, it has a large impact on further study of composition and 
arrangement mode of woolen fabric. 

References 

Aliya. (1998). Studay on Hand-painted Patterns of Woolen Fabric Unearthed in Zagunluk Cemetery in Charchan 
County of Xinjiang in 1985. Cultural relics of Xinjiang. 

Binghua, W. (2002). The Ancient Corpses of Xinjiang, China. Urumqi: Xinjiang People Publishing House. 

Bo, W., & Mingfang, W. (2009, September). Research on the Wool Textile Unearther from Zhagunluke Cemetery. 
Urumqi. Journal of Xinjiang Normal University (Social Sciences), 30(3), 77-85. 

Bo, W., & Mingfang, W. (2010). The Wool Embroidery Unearther from Zagunluke Cemetery. Relics and 
Museology, 3. 

Shunying, M. (1994). The Ancient Art in Xinjiang. Urumqi: Xinjiang Art Photography Publishing House. 

Xiaojuan, M. (2014). Study on Geometric Pattern of Unearthed Woolen Fabric from Xinjiang. Advances in 
Textile Engineering and Materials IV, Advanced Materials Research, 1048, 318-321. 

Xinjiang Institute of Archaeology, Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region Museum. (1999). A Grand View of 
Xinjiang’s Cultural Relics and Historic Sites. Urumqi: Xinjiang Art Photography Publishing House. 

Yingyi, J. (2015). Studies on the Woolen Textile in Ancient Xinjiang. Shanghai: Shanghai Classics Publishing 
House. 

 

Copyrights 

Copyright for this article is retained by the author(s), with first publication rights granted to the journal. 

This is an open-access article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution 
license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). 


