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Abstract

Analyzed the functioning of reflexive pronouns in the modern Russian language based on a broad textual base.
In particular, analysis was performed on the basis of works of Russian writers of XIX-XX centuries, newspaper
and magazine articles, passages from spoken language. Identified problems of grammatical rules, their
variability, which is particularly interesting in modern linguistics. Also give a more precise definition of the

"nn

"norm" in linguistics, the "culture change", "culture of speech."
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1. Introduction

The problems of the grammatical norm, its variability and usage are of interest for studying and are included into

the circle of the actual problems of the contemporary linguistics.

The term “norm” has double interpretation. Understanding the norm as a result of purposeful codification of
language (narrow understanding of the norm) is connected with the literary language. Moreover, the norm is
interpreted as “traditionally and spontaneously formed way of speech that differs given language idioms from
other language idioms” (wide understanding of the norm). In such understanding “the norm is close to the notion
of usage, i.e. generally accepted, established ways of usage of the given language” (Krysin, 2007, p. 5). The
scientists specify that the norm is implementations, understood as the right and desired, while the usage is all
generally accepted implementations. Thus, it is validly to consider that the usage is the language category while
the norm includes psychological and social moment, connected with the perceptions of the code carriers about
the right and prestige speech (Erofeeva, 2003).

The usage reflects the speech traditions of the certain language community in different situations of
communication, at that the usage of the usual variants of speech promotes to the communication success that
doesn’t mean the indispensable observance of the prescriptions of the dictionaries and grammars. The norm is
based on the usage, and tradition of the usage; it can officially legalize usage or in certain conditions reject it
(Zemskaya, 2010).

The difference of the language system, norm and usage allows determination of the correlation in this triad. “The
system of language is understood as an aggregate of the possible means and ways of expression, which are
owned by each national language” (Krysin, 2007, p. 7). The peculiarities of the language system are
considerably wider than the norm accepted in the language that limits and prohibits, while the system promotes
to satisfaction of the big demands of communication. Thus, the norm opposes to the language possibilities and
doesn’t realize everything that the system owns. The usage (speech practice) can realize a) that is allowed by the
norm; b) that is not allowed by the norm, but is allowed by the language system; c) that is not allowed by the
norm and is not allowed by the language system.

It is generally known that the changes of a norm and in future a system arise from the usage. As V. V. Kolesov
states “the norm is a choice of the invariant from many variants, worked out by the system in its development
(Kolesov, 1989, p. 3). In the opinion of V. A. Itskovich “the norm is the language units existing in the particular
time in the certain language community and obligatory for all members of the community, and peculiarities of
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their usage at that these obligatory units can be the only possible, or be in the form of existing variants within the
literary language” (Itskovych, 2012, p. 8).

“The norm as an aggregate of traditionally used language means and rules of their combination is opposed to the
system of language (as a complex of possibilities, from which the norm realizes only some ones), and the norm
as a result of purposeful codification can enter into the opposition with speech practice, in which the conformity
to coded prescription, and their violation is observed (Krysin, 2003, p. 156).

The availability of the variant units is accompanied, as a rule, by the semantic, stylistic and functional

differentiation.

The problems of norm and usage are directly connected with the problem of the language culture, at that it is
necessary to follow the differentiation of the notions “culture of language” and “culture of speech”. We speak
about the culture of language when we mean “the properties of the exemplary texts fixed in the literary texts, as
well as the expressive and notional possibilities of the language system”; we understand under the culture of
speech “the concrete realization of the language properties and possibilities in the conditions of daily and mass —
verbal and written — communication” (Yartseva, 1990, p. 247). The language culture means the whole spectre of
the phenomena relating both to the language system and to its functioning in the speech (usage).

The wide material for the research of the norm and usage is represented by the linguistic frames. The peculiarity
of the national frames is that they are represented by the aggregate of the language material in all its stylistic and

genre variety.

The national frames include, except for the codified form of language, the territorial and social variants of
language, the language for special purposes and etc. This specificity of the national frames allows considering
them as a certain cut of the state of the public language during the certain period of time. There can be also
created the frames, which fix not only the norm, however they are constructed artificially for certain purposes.
The national frames certainly reflect the usage, and language practice that is connected with the
representativeness of the frame.

The national frame of the Russian language (NFRL) includes the works of the fiction literature, newspapers and
magazine articles on different themes, special texts, advertisements, memoirs, and notes of the spoken language
etc.

“... the term “literary” language (actually denoting rather not literary language in the direct sense, but simply the
nationwide normative, i.e. standard language) partly supposes that the most prestigious and “the most regular”
part of the texts created in this language, — are the texts of the fictional prose (Plungyan, 2005). The writers’
language and the nationwide language, undoubtedly, are not equivalent particularly in the second half of the XX
century, that’s why in NFRL the fiction texts do not dominate.

In the main subframe of the National frame of the Russian language (NFRL) the usual practices are reflected,
and the educational subframe reflects only a codified form of the language. The metalinguistic marking gives
possibility to use the language material in the dynamics and execute the procedure of comparison for fixing the
usual manifestations, in particular, for correcting the norm.

As the creators of NFRL state one of the most interesting tasks that can be solved by the Frame is the
observations over the dynamics of the language development. The dated texts allow following for occurrence or
gradual disappearing of the words, constructions or grammatical forms”. The changes, first of all, are dealt with

the lexical and phonetic systems. Although “the grammar still survives”, “sooner or later it should have impact
on the weak zones of the Russian grammar system” (Plungayn, 2005).

2. Functioning of the Reflexive Pronoun ceéds (from Norm to Usage)

At the modern stage in the range of the Slavonic languages there is a tendency to the change of the historically
formed norm of usage of the reflexive pronouns.

In accordance with the language norms reflected in the grammars of the contemporary Russian language, the
reflexive pronoun ce6s is used for denoting the identity of the subject and object of the action: “cefs points out
the subject (the person or non-person), that is the object of the own action” (Shvedova, 1982). At that as it
follows from the definitions of the explanatory dictionaries of the contemporary Russian language, the reflexive
pronoun becomes the alternative to the personal pronoun: cefs “indicates on the turn of the action towards the
very producer of the action, changing the personal pronouns by implication” (Ozhegov, 1992). Compare
recommendations, given in the work “Variant forms in the Russian language”: “The reflexive pronoun cefs is
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used when the subject of action simultaneously is its object, addressee or localizer. If such coincidence of the
semantic actants is absent in the sentence, than instead of cefs the personal pronouns is used respectively
(Koprov, 2006, p. 42).

It should be noted that the characteristics of the reflexive pronoun as a replacement of the personal pronouns
causes the fair criticism of the scientists, as there is a lack of all cases of the usage of the pronoun cefs (about
imperfection of the transformational approach in studying the reflexive pronouns see works of E. V. Paducheva
(Paducheva, 1985, p. 181)). Nevertheless the above-mentioned formulation is of interest for us, as it evidences
about limitations, imposed by the grammar norm on the opportunities of the language system: potentially the
meaning of the identity of the subject and object can transfer the personal pronoun of the same person that the
subject of action is. At that if the similar non-use of the pronouns of the third person leads to ambiguity of the
context, then the usage of the pronouns of the first and second person does not cause such problems.

The described situation puts us before the question: how does the norm of usage of the reflexive pronouns fixed
by the grammarians and dictionaries reflect the real speech practice? What is the correlation of the system, norm
and usage in this case? The question doesn’t seem to be inactive, especially if take into account the linguists’
observations for functioning of the reflexive pronoun in the contemporary Polish literary language: for the usage
exclusion of the reflexive pronoun «siebie» by the respective forms of the personal pronouns increasingly
becomes typical that, in the specialists’ opinion, reflect the process of the active interaction of the Polish with
German and Roman languages (Glovinskaya, 2000, pp. 300-301; Glovinskaya, 2011, 2013).

At the beginning of XX century A. M. Peshkovskii wrote that the replacement of the reflexive pronoun cefs by
the indirect forms of the personal pronouns was not typical for the Russian language. Formulating the norm, the
linguist stated that the pronoun cefs “as opposed to non-Slavic languages must relate to all three persons”
(Peshkovskii, 1956, p. 162). Appeal to the wide material of the basic subframe of NFRL allows following the
realization of this principle in the usage during the long period and evaluating the degree of stability of the
grammar norm.

The data of NFRL demonstrate that in the literary language of XIX and XX centuries there are absent the cases
of exclusion of the reflexive pronoun used in the role of direct object by the personal pronouns. Nevertheless, we
mark separate cases of using the personal pronoun of the first person in the singular s in the place of traditional
cebs: this refers to usage with prepositions y, goxpye, oxono, noore, psoom ¢ in the function of adverbial
modifier and uncoordinated attribute. We meet 5 similar usages, which relate to the mid of XIX century, 4 — to
the first half of the XX century and 4 — to the second half of XX century.

(1) Bopye psaidom co muout s ysuden osa omkpuvlmvle 21a3a, JHOOONBIMHO U YHOPHO MEHS PACCMAmMpUsasuiue
(Dostoevskii, F. M. Notes from the Undergraound, 1864);

(2) Homnto Houv y mensn na Cepnyxosckoi, 2de 6 3umbvl 19-20, 20-20 u 21-20 ee. u I'ymunes, u mHozue opyaue
nosmei bvi8anu ouens ywacmo (Otsup6 N., Gumilev N. S., 1926);

(3) 3a cnunoit y mens cnonuy wypuwianve, oxnuk enoneonoca (Knorre, F. Stone Wreath, 1973) (NFRL).

At that if the above-stated context represents deviation from the norm, then “non-normativity” of following
usage is not obvious that is defined by the availability of non-direct, and direct connection by the personal
pronoun with the subject of action (through dependence on the direct object and predicate):

(4) A 6v110 xOMen u emy Kynume mMecmo nOOAe MeHs,; HO OH YCeICs Y MOUX HOZ U 00BABUT, YMO eM) OYEHb JIOBKO
(Dostoevskii F. M. Notes from the Dead House, 1862),

(5) A noxkasana na c60600H0e mecmo padoOM co MHOU, u on cman npobupamscsa k Ham (Rubina D. The Lessons
of Music, 1982) (NFRL).

Generally, the similar samples in spite of their extremely limited quantity are informative. On the one part, they
confirm our idea that the capacities of the personal pronouns laid down in the grammatical system are wider than
those defined by the norm, on the other part, they point out that the usage almost doesn’t use these capacities, not
only without coming into collision with the norm in this aspect, but vice versa, supporting it. Thus during two
centuries, the norm is characterized by the stability.

In our opinion, two recent cases of exclusion of the reflexive pronoun by the personal pronoun s in the position
of the indirect object with preposition 0252 marked in the newspaper frame of NFRL are interesting. The first
violation of the norm is met in the spontaneous verbal speech rendered in writing:
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(6) HUmenno na smom smane, cyos no onvimy Heanoeotl, u Hauunaomcs 2nagHvie npobnemvl. «S menepb
O0omdicHa coenamv 6uU3bl 01 MEHA, peOeHKa u HAHu, — pacckasvisaem cobeceonuya PBK daily (RBK Daily,
03.25.2011) (NFRL).

The second violation of the norm is a result of calquing of the grammar construction peculiar to the German
language at translation into Russian:

(7) A 5 60 epems ucnoanenus 2uMHo8 00bIYHO MOMIOCH, — 3as6ul Mecym Ozun. — A npowy y nebec yoauy 0as
Mensn u moux napmuepos (Soviet Sport, 06.05.2010) (NFRL).

Und dann bete ich wihrend der Hymne. Ich béte fiir Gliick und Gesundheit, fiir meine Mitspieler und mich (Bild,
03.06.2010).

Certainly, the single cases of contradiction of the usage to norm still do not give possibility to make any
generalizations but allow supposing that in future at absence of the proper control and further democratization of
the newspaper language, the number of such contexts can considerably grow up.

3. Functioning of ceds (from Usage to Norm)

The direction of the earlier said remarks relating to the usage of the reflexive and personal pronouns can be
designated as “from norm to usage”, however at studying the reflexive pronoun the productive approach is an
approach that is connected, first of all, with imperfection of the last one. On the one part, as it was already shown,
the norm limits the system possibilities of the personal pronouns but they do not receive realization in the speech
practice, from the other part, the norm limits the possibilities of functioning of the reflexive pronouns, which, on
the contrary, are widely applied in the usage. The rule of identity of the subject and object contained in the
grammars and dictionaries of the Russian language has too common character (even compare the formulations
from the Russian grammar stated above and works of Y.V. Koprov: in the last one, except for the function of the
object of action the functions of addressee and localizer are fixed behind the pronoun ce6s). It is undoubtedly,
today the most complete data about diversity of the contexts of functioning of the reflexive pronoun are
contained in the research of E. V. Paducheva. In the scientist’s opinion, “it is necessary to acknowledge the
existence of several reflexive constructions a little similar to each other, but not brought together without loss of
the description richness of content”. E. V. Paducheva describes seven reflexive constructions (co-predicate
capacity of the reflexive pronoun with the subject, semantic subject and further co-predicate capacity etc.)
pointing out to which the reflexive pronoun in each of them is co-referential, as well as which limitations for the
usage of the pronouns exist and what caused them (Paducheva, 1985, pp. 186-203). In our opinion, the context of
the nominal-adjective chain (in the terms of E. V. Paducheva) requires proper consideration.

We understand the nominal-adjective chain as the attributive construction with the determinate word consisting
of the adjective, preposition 0z and pronoun (gasicuwiii 0t He2co dokymenm). At that we are interested in the
cases, when the determinate word depends on the predicate, and the pronoun is co-referential to the subject of
action, as in the usage in this contexts we observe the competition of the forms of reflexive and personal
pronouns, while the existing norm is incapable to explain its reasons and establish its relevancy/irrelevancy.

(1) On evicmynaem 6 npusblumom 0711 Hezo amnaya Oopya 3a npasa yenemennoz2o Hapooa (lzvestiya,
2006.03.31) (NFRL).

Cam FOpuii bawmem 6 smom ¢unome enepsvie 8blcmynui 8 HO80OM 051 ceds1 AMNIYA — CHAICS 8 OOHOU U3 pOoJlell
(Izvestiya, 2007.11.16) (NFRL).

If orient on the rule of identity of the subject and object of action, then the statement of the reflexive pronoun in
this context should be considered to be impossible. On the other part, the usage of the pronoun ceé6s for
indication to co-reference with the subject of action is considered to be logical, especially if the unambiguity of
context is reached by that.

(2) Hdeno 6 mom, umo 2ybepuamop Kapnun nowen na cmewenue mapa 6 3a6e00M0 HeOIA2ONPUIMHOL OJis ceOsl
obcmanoske: 20poocKas O0yMa COCMOUM U3 CHMOPOHHUKO8 CMEWjeHHo20 Miapa, a pecuonanvhvie CMHU
KOHMPOIUPYIOMCS KPYNHbIM anmaickum npeonpunumamenem Anamonuem bannvix, uvu unmepecwi, kax
eosopsm 6 pecuone, npeocmasisem map (Kosobokova, Tatyana. The Last Kremlin Warning. RBK Daily,
2010.08.27) (NFRL).

Appealing to the database of NFRL allows evaluating the prevalence of competition of the reflexive and
personal pronouns in the context of substantive-adjective chain, as well as to outline some tendencies of
functioning of the pronoun cefs. We used for analysis the subframe of the fiction texts for the period of
1860-1900, subframe of the fiction texts for the period of 2000-2010 and subframe of the newspaper texts for
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2010 that includes the materials of such newspapers as “Izvestiya”, “Komsomolskaya Pravda”, “Novyi Region
27, “RBK Daily”, “RIA Novosti”, “Sovetskii Sport”, “Trud-7”. These subframes have approximately equal
vocabulary volume (15 200 243 words, 15 400 616 words, 15 541 660 words respectively) and allow covering
both the works of classical Russian literature of XIX century, and literary and newspaper texts of the new time.

As our study shows, the contexts of substantive-adjective chain with the pronoun, co-referential to the subject of
action are met in all three subframes, at that in this construction both personal and reflexive pronouns are used.
Among the first ones forms of the third person prevails (01 nezo, onst nee, onsa nux); there are less forms of the
first person in singular (dzs mens); the forms of the first and second person in plural (025 rac, 0ns 6éac) and the
second person in singular (dzs meb6s) are single. The reflexive pronoun in such word-combinations also
predominantly indicates on the subject of action of the third person that confirms the idea about importance of
usage of the pronoun ce6s as a means of removal of ambiguity.

Let’s consider the quantitative data. In the works of the Russian literature of the second half of XIX century we
found 192 contexts, which interest us, from which the personal pronouns are used in 143 and the reflexive
pronouns in 49. It is important that the contexts of substantive-adjective chain both with personal and reflexive
pronouns are present in the works of recognized masters of word: L. N. Tolstoi, I. S. Turgenev, F. M.
Dostoevskii, and A. I. Kuprin etc. In the literary works of 2000 we meet 113 relative usages, from which 70
contain personal pronouns and 43 contain reflexive pronouns. Finally, in the texts of the specified periodicals for
2010 we mark 164 cases of usage of the considered model, at the same time 116 contexts include the reflexive
pronouns and 48 — the personal ones.

As we can see the existence of competition of the forms of reflexive and personal pronouns in the context of
substantive-adjective chain is doubtless. Obviously, until now the big quantity of empirical material was
accumulated that is not covered by the norm and requires codification. Particularly, as the statistical data show,
the serious differences are outlined in the usage of the substantive-adjective chain in the different functional
styles of the Russian language: predominance of the personal pronouns in the language of fiction literature and,
vice versa, considerable reflexive pronouns in the newspaper language.

In our opinion, we should acknowledge the variability of the statement of reflexive and personal pronouns in the
context of substantive-adjective chain in the case of their co-reference to the subject of action. Let’s try to define
some reasons of existence of forms of reflexive and personal pronouns opposed in the norm in these contexts.

First of all, let’s consider the possibility of the semantic nature of specified variability. Thus, according to E. V.
Paducheva, the statement of reflexive or personal pronoun of the third person at the adjective with preposition
ons is defined by the different empathy of a speaker. We mean that choice of the pronoun depends on the fact if
a speaker gives evaluation (personal pronoun is used) or denotation of the subject (reflexive pronoun is used).
Accordingly, as E. V. Paducheva points out, the majority of adjectives, which allow entering into reflexive
construction of this type, belongs to the number of “substantive”, i.e. supposing subject of evaluation as an
important component of the sense (Paducheva, 1985, p. 207).

In our opinion, such semantic opposition of pronouns reflecting differentiation of the views of a speaker and
character are apparent the most vividly in the texts of classical literature. For example, the choice of personal or
reflexive pronouns maximally close to the structure of phrases from the novel of L. N. Tolstoi “Anna Karenina”
(1978) can be explained if we appeal to the expanded context:

(3) Bot mue 2aoku, omepamumensvHul! — 3aKkpudana oua, 2opasacs éce boaee u bonee. — Bawu cie3vl — 6o0a! Boi
HUK020a He IoOUIU MeHs,; 8 8AC Hem HU cepoya, Hu baazopoocmea! Bvl mue mepsku, 2aoku, uyscou, oa, yyscoul!
— ¢ 601610 U 310001 RPOUZHOCULA OHA MO YoicacHoe st cebst cnoso uyacou (NFRL).

In this case a reader becomes a witness of quarrel of a married couple, when a heroine (Dolly) for the first time
clothes her feelings in words, and pronouncing them and hearing her on their own, realizes the force and
meaning of these words — determination «yorcacroe» belongs to her.

While the following example describes the situation after the quarrel, when the heroine remains alone and
“all-knowing” author passes her thoughts, at that indication «c ocobwim 3nauenuem» evidently supposes outside
observer. It is difficult to imagine that the heroine appreciated “tone” of own thoughts, but it is logical to suppose
that definition «cmpawmnoe» is author’s one that is indicated by the personal pronoun:

«Yexan! Ho uem e konuun on ¢ nero? — dymana ona. — Heyorcenu on eudaem ee? 3auem s He cnpocuna e2o?
Hem, nem, cotimuce nenvsza. Ecau mwi u ocmamemca 6 oonom oome — mwl uyxcue. Hasceeoa uyocueln —
NOBMOPULA OHA ONSIMb C 0OCOOCHHBIM 3HAUeHUeM dmo cmpawnoe s vee cioso (NFRL).
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In the following context the description of the house corresponds to the view of a heroine, and her appreciation
of what was seen is offered to a reader, correspondingly, the definition of the luxury as «uoeoii» is heard from
her mouth that is reflected in the usage of the reflexive pronoun:

(4) O6eo, cmonosas, nocyoa, npucnyea, 8UHO U KyuiaHbe He MOJbKO COOMBEMCMBO8AU 0buemy moHy HO8ou
pockou 0oma, HO, KA3anioch, Obliu ewe pockownee u Hosee 6cezo. Japws Anexcandposha nabmodana smy
HOBYI0 071 cebsl pOCKOWIb U, KAK X03AUKA, 8e0yds 00M, — XOMs U He HA0eACh HU4e20 U3 8UOEHHO20 NPUMEHUNb
K ceoemMy 0OMy, MAK 3MO 6ce N0 POCKouiu ObLIO 0aneKo evlude ee 06pasza JHCUsHU, — HEGOIbHO GHUKALA 8O 6CE
noopobrocmu u 3a0asana cebe eonpoc, kmo u kax amo ece coenan (NFRL).

Conversely, in the following example the definition «nenonsmuas» doesn’t belong to a heroine herself, but is an
estimate of the outside observer, which in this case is not an author, but the second character (Levina):

(5) Ho monvko umo on osumnyncs, deepv eco Hymepa omseopunacy, u Kumu eviensnyna. Jlesun noxpacuen u om
cmbloa U om 00cadbl HA CE0I0 JCEHY, NOCMABUBULYIO cebsl U e20 8 dMo msdicenoe noaodcenue <...> Ilepsoe
Mmenoeenue Jlesun uoen gvipajdcenue JHcaono2o 1obonslmcmea 6 mom g3ennoe, komopvim Kumu cmompena na
MY HENOHAMHYIO OISl Hee YHCACHYIO HCEHWURY; HO MO NPOO0AHCAIOCs MObKO 00HOo meHoseHue (NFRL).

As it is evident in both cases the usage of the reflexive or personal pronoun can be substantiated based upon
semantic opposition. Nevertheless, it is necessary to note that although the distribution of this explanation on all
cases of functioning of pronouns in substantive-adjective chain looks like tempting, but it doesn’t always turn
out to be productive. Particularly, it is inapplicable to the choice between reflexive pronoun and personal
pronoun of the first person, which example of opposition also can be stated:

(6) A mozoa, nonyuus smu wiecmv, Y3HAL 5 60pYe 3A6€00MO NO OOHOMY RUCbMY OM RPUAMENs Npo OO0HY
nrodonvimueiiuyto eeuysb 0na ceon (Dostoevskii, F. M. The Brothers Karamazov, 1880).

(7) «dpye moii, — 2o6opun mne Cmenan Tpogumosuu uepes dse nedenu, OO EAUHAUWUM CEKPEMOM, — Opye MO,

51 OMKPBLL YHCACHYIO O MEHA ... HOBOCHIb: je Suis un npocmot npudicusanvujux et rien de plus! (Dostoevskii, F.
M. The Devils 1871-1872) (NFRL).

It is hardly possible to speak about empathy of a speaker to himself. Consequently, it is necessary to reveal the
other circumstances, which influence on the choice of that or other form.

The usage of the reflexive or personal pronouns in substantive-adjective chain can depend on the range of
syntactic conditions. At that the choice in favour of the reflexive pronoun can be supported by several factors.

Firstly, consecutive usage of ce6s at adjective that is the part of compound predicate (direct connection with
predicate dictates obligatory usage of the reflexive pronoun):

(8) Iloocyoumvlii yace obudxcaemcs, oH cuumaem 3mMo HOYMU OOUOHOI OJiA cebs Meloubio U, eepume Ji,
uckpenno, uckpenno! (Dostoevskii, F. M. The Brothers Karamazov, 1880);

(9) Hsan Hnvuu dncenuncs no o6oum coobpadiceHusm. OH Oelal npusmuoe Ons cebs, npuobpemas maxyio
gicery ... (Tolstoi, L. N. Death of Ivan Illyich, 1886) (NFRL).

Secondly, the possibility of execution of substantive-adjective chain of adverbial function also peculiar to adverb,
in combination with which only reflexive pronoun is used (at its coincidence with the subject of action):

(10) Hexnio0o6 neodcudanno onst cebst nokpacten u samsacs (Tolstoi, L. N. Resurrection, 1899);

(11) Oono ecmov cuacmue: kmo cuacmaus, mom u nPaAsy, — MeIbKHYIO0 6 20106e ONeHURA, U C HEONHCUOAHHOIO OJisl
cebsi cunoul on cxeamui u noyenosan kpacasuyy Mapwsinky 6 eucok u wexy (Tolstoi, L. N. The Cossacks, 1863)
(NFRL).

Moreover, it should be noted that the statement of the reflexive pronoun in the considered word-combinations
sometimes helps to avoid ambiguity, as the personal pronoun of the third person can correlate not only with the
subject of action, but with its object, as well as refer to the previous part of the complex phrase. For example, the
usage of 0aa nezo instead of dns ceon in the following context could generate some ambiguity, as it could be
related to the object of the first part (4zewse):

(12) Ha u 6osce ne ona paoocmu I pyuleHbKuHoU oM 81eK K Heu Aneuty; Obll OH YeloBeKk cepve3uvili U Oe3
8b1200HOU 015 cebs1 yenu Huye2o ne npeonpunuman (Dostoevskii, F. M. The Brothers Karamazov, 1880) (NFRL).

Such ambiguity can be evidenced in this phrase:

(13) Own ysaoicaem epaca-copya, Ho npesupaem uyxcozo 015 Hezo u yeHemamens conoama (Tolstoi, L. N. The
Cossacks, 1863) (NFRL).
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The usage of apposition at the personal pronoun of the third person by I.S. Turgenev in similar contexts
evidences that the existence of ambiguity is understood by the author:

(14) On en mano, bonvwe xaman wapuku uz xieba — u auwsb uspeoka 8ckuoviean enasamu Ha Kanomeiiyesa,
KOMOpblil MOAbKO 4MO BEPHYICA U3 20pood, 20e 8udel 2ybepHamopa — no He cO8CeM NPUAMHOMY O/ He2o,
Kannomeriyesa, oeny (Turgenev, I. S. Nov’, 1877) (NFRL).

Along with the factors supporting the usage of the reflexive pronouns, we’ll try to outline those ones, which
oppose it. First of all, it is the complicated structure of the sentence that determines “detachment” of the pronoun
from the subject and predicate of the sentence: the farther the pronoun is placed, the more difficult it is to restore
its connection with the subject. In particular, this entering of substantive-adjective chain in the range of
coordinated attributes:

(15) Apamoe umen 6uo uwenoeexa, KOMOPbLIIL Y3HAT BEIUKYIO, 0I5l He20 OYeHb npusmuyio mauny ... (Turgenev, 1. S.
Klara Milych, 1882) (NFRL).

Also entering of different unattached phrases (elaboration, comparison, detached attribute), which availability
usually points out at the existence of another predicate situation, imbedded into the framework of the same
phrase:

(16) Ona npucnywanace padocmuo k mou (kax 6yomo neodcudanHou 0ns Hee) npenecmu... (Tolstoi, L. N. War
and Peace. V.2. 1867-1869);

(17) A 008016HO 00120 NPUIOCH MHE NPOACUMDb 8 OCMPO2e, NPeAcOe YeM 5 PA3bACHUL cebe 6ce makue haxkmol,
cmoab 3a2a004Hble 0I5l MeHsi 8 nepgvle OHu moet kamopeu (Dostoevskii, F. M. Notes from the Dead House, 1862)
(NFRL).

The example stated above is instructive also because in the detached construction the personal pronoun of the
first person neighbours with the possessive pronoun of the first person.

(18) Ho som oonascowl seuepom, nocie necHOCHeuute2o OJisi MeHsi OHsl, OMCMAl 51 Om Opy2ux Ha npozyixe,
yarcacHo yeman u npobupaincs 0omou yepes cao (Dostoevskii, F. M. A Little Hero, 1857) (NFRL).

In the last example, the meaning for statement of the personal pronoun can also have position of the elaborated
construction, namely its position before the subject. It should be noted that among all considered cases the
reflexive pronoun is met in this position only once in the work of L.N. Tolstoi (see above).

Moreover, the cases of usage of the reflexive pronoun in substantive-adjective chain at the category of state and
passive participle are absent:

(19) Hamawe max eeceno 6vL10 HA Oyuie, Max Xopowo 6 3mot Hogou 0Jis Hee obcmanoeke <...> (Tolstoi, L. N.
War and Peace, V. 2, 1867-1869);

(20) Honnu bvina Heckonbko cMyujeHa u 03a004eHa Mok COBEPULEHHO HOB0I0 O/ Hee CPedoll, 8 KOMOPOU OHA
ouyymunacs (Tolstoi L. N. Anna Karenina, 1878) (NFRL).

Thus, the analysis of works of the Russian literature of the second half of XIX century shows that opposition of
the reflexive and personal pronouns in the construction of substantive-adjective chain in addition to semantic
basis is determined by the syntactic conditions, at that the usage of personal pronouns is more free, and the usage
of reflexive pronoun impedes syntactic complication of the sentence. Consequently, we can speak about
semantically and stylistically conditioned variants. At that the considerable predominance of the contexts with
personal pronouns evidences both about view of the outside observer peculiar to the literary narration, and about
general complexity of the syntactic constructions.

The literary texts of 2000 hold orientation at the predominant usage in the context of substantive-adjective chain
of personal pronouns; however, in the recent newspaper texts the directly opposed tendency to exclusion of the
personal pronouns by the reflexive one in the same context is observed. What can be it conditioned by?

In the newspaper texts it is much more difficult, and in most cases simply impossible, to speak about semantic
opposition of the pronouns. Particularly, the usage of the reflexive pronoun ce6s in numerous contexts must not
be connected with rendering the view of denotation of the subject and author’s empathy. For example, in this
context the evaluation of the film as traditional one, most obviously belongs to a speaker, rather than to his
creator, however the reflexive pronoun is used:

Amom Deosin cHAN MpaouyuonHslli 01a cebs guavm c HanpasxcenHvim ctodcemom (RBK Daily, 23.03.2010)
(NFRL).
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Similarly the following example reflects the position of a speaker that is evidenced by the form
«tpencTaBisUIocky, however the reflexive pronoun is used:

Cnannemmu npooondxcan yousiams u oanvuie. Ilpeocmasnanoce, umo obujecpaxicoanckue 8vixooHvle JIyuano
npogedem 6 IKCKYPCUsIX N0 HOBOMY Oiist cebst 2opooy ... (Soviet Sport, 26. 01.2010) (NFRL).

Conversely, the evaluating adjectives «HeHaBuctHas» and «HeBbIHOCHMas seemingly render the attitude of the
heroine, but instead of the reflexive pronoun ce6s the personal pronoun appears in the text:

Ona eomoea Oenumsv U padocmv, U HeYalb, OHA Odadce 20MO8d CHOAMb 34 HEHAGUCMHOU KOHMOPKOU U
BbINOIHAMNb HEBLIHOCUMYIO 015 Hee pabomy no oyerke u ckynke (RIA Novosti, 19.11.2010) (NFRL).

Nevertheless in the newspaper texts we can see some semantic opposition of the reflexive pronoun and personal
pronouns in plural. The point is about possible distributive meaning of the pronoun ce6s. For example, in the
phrase

Kaxue y nux 6o3mooicnocmu gvlopame unmepecuyio 01s cebs npogpeccuro? (RIA Novosti, 24.05.2010) (NFRL).

The point is about opportunity of each of the pupils of children’s home to choose the work that would be
interesting to him namely, i.e. the great number of interesting professions is approved, while the usage of the
personal pronoun in this case could point out on the existence of one work interesting for everyone at once.

The same could be said about the following example, in which we imply that for each of 6 persons the life would
be unusual in its own way:

Cetivac 3a Humu 3axpoemcst 06epb — u 500 cymok u30 OHs 6 OeHb uleCmb YeloseKk OYO0ym 6ecmu HenpublyHyo
07131 ce0sl JACU3HL 8 3AMKHYMOM ManeHbkom npocmparcmee (Trud6 7, 24.06.2010) (NFRL).

Conversely, uniformity of the evaluated phenomenon can be approved with assistance of the personal pronoun as
it happens at indication on the way of life of the animals:

Tax, eciu 1a6OPAMOPHBIX HCUBOMHBIX NOMECMUMb 8 eCIECMEEHHYIO CPEeOy, OHU BEPHYIMCI K eCMeCMEEHHOMY
o Hux obpa3zy scusnu (RBK Daily, 24.03.2010);

or one and the same equally unprofitable for all participants of the price:

. axkyuonepwl «Tpotiku /[uanoe» ne Oviiu 20mogvl K momy, ymodwvl yCmynums KOHMpPOIb HAO KOMRAHUEU No
danexo He camoll 8bl2o0HoU 015 HUX yere. (RBK Daily, 2010.04.08) (NFRL).

Nevertheless, the semantics of distributive property is realized not in all cases and cannot be considered
universal basis of variability.

Mitigation of the semantic opposition inevitably must lead to that the choice of one or other variant of the
pronoun in the context of substantive-adjective chain should be determined by the syntactic conditions. In this
relation the bigger quantity of usages of the reflexive pronoun in this construction corresponds to the bigger
distributive property of the simple syntactic structures in the language of newspapers in comparison with the
language of the fiction literature.

Nevertheless, we see the main reason of the predominant usage of the reflexive pronoun in the considerable
formalization of the contexts of substantive-adjective chain, in transformation of them into specific clichés,
which are automatically reproduced in written speech of the journalists. Compare: deticmeosams 6 npusblunot
01 cebsi mamepe, BbICMYRUMb 8 HENPUBbIYHOM O cebsi amMniyd, 0C8auéamv HOGblll OJid cebsi ceameHm,
ooepoicams 8AJICHYIO 0L cebsi nobedy, pacckazams 0 HeoObIYHOM Onsi cebsi onvlme, NPOOAMb/KYNUmMs no
6b1200HOUL 07151 cebsl yeHe etc.

Cliché capacity of similar combinations in many respects is supported by “the universality” of the reflexive
pronoun, namely its indifference to the category of person, gender and number.

The considerable expansion of the adjectives used in the substantive-adjective chain is confirmed by the idea of
formation of the contexts with the reflexive pronoun ce6s, at that in favour of those ones, which do not suppose
the subject of evaluation as the important component of the sense, and on the contrary includes the sufficient
objectivity based upon commonness of the opinion of some society (9x30muueckuil, Kyabmoswil,
MPAOUYUOHHDBLIL).

4. Functioning of the Reflexive-Possessive Pronoun csoii (Norm and Usage).

The grammatical norm determining functioning of the reflexive-possessive pronoun as opposed to the
above-mentioned norm of usage of the reflexive pronoun cets allows variability: the synonymy of the pronouns
ceoti and moii, meoti, naw, eaws is spoken about in the reference books (Rosental, 2012), in the textbooks on the
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contemporary Russian language morphology of the higher educational establishments (Balalykina, 2003). The
variability of the reflexive-possessive and personal-possessive pronouns of the first and second persons reflects
their system possibilities and is supported by the usage at that the variants continue to compete with each other,
aspiring to occupy the first place in the speech practice. As the range of researches evidences, the
reflexive-possessive pronoun experienced the serious fluctuations in the aspect of “being in demand” in the
usage, then being subjected to limitation in using it, on the contrary, expands the area of influence on the
different historical stages.

Thus, analyzing the Old Russian monuments, M. V. Fedorova determines the consecutive reduction of the usage
of the pronoun cgoii as a synonym to meoti and moii in the different lists of one work (Fedorova, 1965, pp.
121-122). F. 1. Buslaev appealing to the works of “the newest writers” (i.e. writers of the end of XVIII-XIX
centuries) states that they prefer “the other possessive” pronoun ceoii under influence of the foreign languages.
The same process is stated by them for the spoken language (Buslaev, 1959, p. 395). A. M. Peshkovskii
(Peshkovskii, 2013, pp. 161-162) says about serious competition that was experienced by the
reflexive-possessive pronoun from the part of personal-possessive pronouns in the literature of XIX century. E.V.
Paducheva also draws attention to the limited usage of the reflexive-possessive pronoun in relation to the first
and second person in literature of the first half of XIX century, while up to XX century she considers the reverse
process to be active, namely enhancement of the strict observance of the reflexive capacity (Paducheva, 1985, p.
204).

What results did the competition of the forms on the modern stage lead to? How consecutively is the reflective
capacity in the contemporary Russian literary language executed? Is the tendency to exclusion of the
reflexive-possessive pronoun by the personal-possessive pronouns of the first and second person fixed by the
researches of Bulgarian and Serbo-Croatian languages typical, for example, for the Russian language?

In order to evaluate the distribution of this or that variant in the usage, we again appeal to NFRL at that firstly we
are interested in the newspaper texts, and the notes of the verbal and non-verbal speech as the most operatively
reflecting the changes of the language reality.

The subframes of the texts of newspapers “Izvestiya”, “Komsomolskaya Pravda”, “Novyi Region 27, “RBK
Daily”, “RIA Novosti”, “Soviet Sport”, “Trud” for four first months of 2011 (the last renewal of the newspaper
frame) containing 9 274 667 words of verbal and non-verbal speech for 2005-2010 in the extent of 1 667 821
words were subjected to the analysis.

In spite of the difference in the volume of subframes and fixation time of the contexts both newspaper texts and
spontaneous speech reflect one and the same phenomena.

The consideration of the constructions, in which the personal pronoun is the subject and at the distance from one
to three word-forms the reflexive-possessive or personal-possessive pronoun, correlated with it, is used, shows
that the tendency of reflective capacity in the contemporary Russian language is kept: the pronoun ceou
confidently keeps “the first place” in the specified position.

The advantage of the reflexive-possessive pronoun in the competition with possessive pronouns of the first and
second person in singular is the most obvious. In the newspaper subframe 15 forms of pronoun moi fall at 328
forms of the pronoun csoii in the context that is of interest for us, in the verbal subframe this correlation is equal
as 280 to 10. In the considered notes of verbal speech we also meet 79 usages of the pronoun ceoii, correlated
with the pronoun me: and only 2 pronouns meoii in the same case. In the newspaper subframe the last type of
contexts is not met at all, but the usages of the pronoun ceou opposing to them amount only 29 that is naturally
determined by the general stylistics of the newspaper discourse not intending the usage of the appeal “you”.

The quantity of contexts with forms of the pronoun saw at the subject, expressed by the pronoun es: is limited:
in the newspaper subframe there are 11 such contexts at 155 contexts with the usage of the pronoun ceou, while
in the verbal subframe this correlation looks like 4 to 62 respectively.

Nevertheless we should note that in the construction with imperative the usage of the personal-possessive
pronoun of the second person in plural is more wide-spread: 28 cases of using the form of the pronoun gaw at
imperative and 162 corresponding usages of the pronoun csou in the newspaper texts and 11 to 19 in the verbal

speech.

Forms of the pronoun naw are the most competitive. The statistic data speak for themselves: in the newspaper
subframe 150 contexts with the pronoun naw corresponds to 215 contexts with the reflexive-possessive pronoun,
while in the notes of the verbal speech 40 usages of the pronoun raw oppose to 55 usages of the pronoun csoii.
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The above-mentioned cases of functioning of the pronoun ceoii respond to the norm of the contemporary
Russian literary language. However, recently the tendency to expansion of the possibilities of the
reflexive-possessive pronoun in the usage at the expense of contexts violating the norm is seen more precisely.
Particularly, it is evidenced by the research “Russian language of the end of the XX century”, which dealt with
the cases of non-normative exclusion of the personal-possessive pronouns (firstly, of the third person) by the
pronoun ceou, as well as the samples of the distribution of the pronoun ceou at the position, where any
possessive pronoun is inappropriate (Glovinskaya6, 2000).

In 2000 we note conservation of the specified tendency that is confirmed by the frequent mistakes observed in
the verbal speech, at which csoii does not correspond to the subject of action and is used in the place of the
corresponding possessive pronouns. Let’s state some examples of the usages of similar type fixed by us:

A xouy/ umobvl y mens sce crnoxcunoco 6 ceoeit dycusnu// (Modnyi Prigovor. The First Channel, 16.02.2010) —
instead of «6 moei scuzHuy,

A cmompio/ 20e Uyoos// Emy ewje mempos 70 0o ceoezo kospuka// (The Broadcast of the mixed relay-race on
biathlon. Russia, 2, 28.03.2010) — instead of «0o ezo kospukay,

Onu u3Ha4anbHO 6 Maxol cumyayuu/ ymo OeticmeumensHoO Om HUX 3A6UCUN YIHCe He MOTbKO C80A HCU3HL/ HO U
opyeux mooeti (Gevorkyan E.: “The Peculiar opinion”. Echo of Moscow, 02.11.2010) — instead of «ne monvko
UX JHCUSHBY,

Mne ouenv npasumcs ceoe ums (Slushatel: «Speak Russiany, Echo of Moscow, 18.03.2012) — instead of «moe
UMY,

OMKpOBeHHO 2060psi// 3a 4 200a c80e20 npebdvlarus 6 00NNCHOCMU/ KAK-MO He GO3HUKIO GNeYamieHus/ umo
boavuue mpyoHvle 2ocyoapcmeertvle pabomul emy nooxoosm (Radzikhovskii, L. “The peculiar opinion”. Echo
of Moscow, 10.02.2012) — instead of «ezo npebvieanusy) (NFRL).

“The achievements” of the pronoun naw in the area of competition with reflexive-possessive pronoun ceoii are
especially evident on the background of the “modest successes” of the pronouns moii, meoii, éaw and can’t be
occasional. The similar asymmetry is capable to indicate on the different degree of substantiation of the existing
variability of the reflexive-possessive and personal-possessive pronouns. In our opinion, at present the pronouns
ceoti and naw function as the semantically conditioned variants in the usage, while the variability of moii/csoil,
meoti/ceou and eéaw/ceoti doesn’t have the evident semantic basis, at least in the considered type of contexts.
Compare, for example, the following usages:

A ouenv brazodapen moeil cemove, dicene Mapune, Komopoie MeHst NOOOEPAHCANU: Mbl BMeCme Peuunu, Yymo 6yoy
mpenuposamucs oanvute. (Soviet Sport, 24.03.2011);

Pewenue maicenoe, u s ouenv bnazooapen ceoeii cemwe, dcerne, umo mol 30ecw (Trud, 7, 16.09.2009) (NFRL).

The usage of the pronoun naw, opposed to the pronoun cgoii, on the contrary, offers the interesting cases of
semantic differentiation that requires special consideration. Compare the following example, in which naw
unites all possible guests of the action, while c6oii would indicate on more outlined circle of the persons,
connected with this museum:

Hmanus accoyuupyemcs ¢ meniom, COIHYeM, H0008bI0, KIACCUHECKUM UCKYccmeoM <..> Bce smo mu
nooapum nawum cocmam (Komsomolskaya Pravda, 13. 05.2011) (NFRL).

The research shows that the system keeps its stability, in spite of the activity of processes, which take place in
the contemporary Russian language in the area of the reflexive and personal pronouns. The changes, first of all,
relate to the usage, speech practice and many of them evidence about the renewal of the norm and deviation from
it.
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